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MILTON. 



^I^ H E .Life of Milto^ has been ol- 
J- ready written m fo many .forms, 
with fuch minute "Cnquky, that I might 
.perhtayps mpre properly have conteated 
myfelf with the addition ^f a few notes 
to Mr- Fcnt<)n's cJegant Abridgement, 
.but that a. new narrative was thought 
jiecdTary to pfee uniflwmity of thija edi- 
lion. 

J.OJ4N MIL TON. was by birth 
ja gentleman, defcended from the pro- 
b prietors. 
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i MIL 'T:0 N. 

prietor^ of Miltpn near Thame in Ox* 
fordOxirCy one of whom forfeited fais 
^ftate in the times of York and Lan- 
^after* Which fide he took I know 
^Qt ; his defcendint inherited no «vene- 
. lation for the White Rofe. 

His grandfather John was keeper. of 
the foreft of Shotover, a zealous papaft, 
who difinherited his fon, becaufe he had 
forfaken the religion of his anceftors; ' 
', His father, John, who was the Ion 
difinherited> had recourfe for his fiip- 
port to the profeffion of a fcrivener* 
He was a man eminent for his ikitt in 
mufick, many of his compofitions being 
fiiU to be found; and his reputation in 
his pnofeflion was fuch, that he grew rich, 
and retired to an eftate. He had pro- 
' \ • bably 
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1^ I L T O N. 3 

hMy more than common Hteracure^ as 
lus fott addreffes him in one of hia^moft 
elaborate Latin poems* He married H 
gcntlewoitiaa.of the name of Caft6n, a 
WicUh family, iby whom he had twe 
fons, John the poet, and Chriftophe^ 
w,ho ;:ftudied the lai^ and adhfercd,' as 
tfeejaw^ught him, to the king's pAity., 
for whkh he. was awhile perfecvrtedV 
but hrfviwg, *by his brother'-s intereft, 
ciftained -permiflion to live in cj«ietj «hc 
fupportcd Aimfelf by chamber- pr^ 
tice, till, foon after- the acceilion 0f 
j^wg'jdmes, he was knighted 4ind m^e 
adjudge; but, his conilitutien beihg t€>^ 
weak; for bufinefs, he retired before any. 
diftepsitablQ compliances faecaihe necdf>- 
facy. •' ^ — . ' ' • ■ . 
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4 M I L T O N. 

. He had likcwife a daughter Aniie, 
whom be married with a confiderabte* 
fortune to Edward Philips, who came 
from Shrewfbury, and rofc in theCr^own- 
Qfficc to be fecondary : by him fli© had 
tjvo fons, John- and Edward, who were 
educated by the poet^ and from wbwn 
is derived the only authentick aooount 
o/ his domeftick mamiers. 

John, the poet, was born in his fa- 
thti''s houfe, at the Spread-Eaglfe in 
Bre^d*ftreet, Dec. 9, t6o8, between fix 
and fqven ia the moaning. His fatihcr 
appears to hare boen very £oiki(x>U5 
aibout his edocation; for he was in- 
ik^u^d at firft by: pxiirate tuition under 
th^ care o£ Thom&s* Yoimgy ^ who was 
iafterwaixis ehajiftain tOf the EflgUih nv;r« 
.1 ' J . chants 
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M 1 L T O N. s 

ekftiKA atHamburgh J aad of whom u e 
ktVeif^ikfeaa to think vttll, fince bis fcho* 
kr coafidered him as worthy of an 
epiftplary Elegy. 

He. . was then fent to St. Paul's 
SehooU; 'Under the care of Mr. Gill ; 
and removed^ in the beginning of his 
fiKtconth year, to Chrift's College in 
Cambridge, where he entered a fizer, 
Eeh, ,42, 16^4.. 

1 ifcvwts at this time eminently ikilled 
initheiLatm tbngue; and he himfelf^ 
hf aslmking the dates to his firft com^ 
feA6aBtdy a: boaft of which the leai?iied 
Fbiiikm Had given him an example, 
fiden&B t0 oomm^nd. the earlinefs of hi& 
-Gwn |iiPoficii^c^ to tibe notice of pofte- 
•rioy. 'izBtjfc tlw prcdu£t$ of his vernal 
b 3 ferti- 
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6 M 1 L T O K. 

fertility, have .been Airpaffed by manyv 
and. particularly by. his contemporary 
Cowky> Of the: powers of the mind it 
is. difficult to form aneftimate : many 
iave excelled Mikon in their firft cflays, 
who never rofe to works like Paradifi 
Loft.. . . 

At. fifteen, a date which, he ulcs^ tiM 
he is fixtecn^ he tranflated or verfified 
two Pfalms, 114 and 136, which he 
thought worthy of the publick eye ;. biat 
they raife na great expedations^ : they 
wotild in any numerous fchool have oW 
tained praife,, but not excited wonder^. 

Many of his Elegies, appear .to have 

been written . in his eighteenth- year,, bjr 

arhich it appears that he had then read 

tiie R^raan authors* with very nkedifcernr 

, . ment^ 
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M r-L' TO w. f 
mean I once heard Mr. Hampton, 
the translator of Polybius, remark what* 
I think is true,-jth^t Milton .-was th6 fir{b 
Englilhman who^ after tl\c reyivai of 
letters, wrote Latin verfes with claffick' 
elegance.. If. any exceptions- can be 
made, they arc very few : Haddon and* 
Atcham, the pride of Elizabeth^sTefgn,' 
however , they may have fwrceeded in* 
profe, no fconer attempt verfes. than' 
tfcey provoke deriilon- If we produced 
any thing worthy of notice' before the 
elegies of Milton^- it was* perhaps Ala* 
blafttr^ssRoxanai- . , ■ * 

"^ Of'- the exercifcs**wMchtKe rules o? 
riie Univerfity required, fome were pub-* 
Ulhffd by him iahis nuaturer years. They 
had been-undoubtediy apptoudipd*,fof rficy' 
i-j '..; - 1^4. • were. 
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«: M" I L T O' K, 

were fuch as few can pcrfonn : yet there 
is reafdn to ifufpeft that he was regarded 
in his college with no great fondnefsi^ 
That he obtained no fellowlhip is cer- 
tain ; but the unkindnefs with which he 
was treated was not merely negative^ I 
am aihamed to relate what I fear is trtte> 
that Milton ^as the lad ftudent in either 
univerfity that fuffered the publick ia-^ 
dignity of corporal corredion« 

It was^ 13 the violence of controvert 
fial hoftility, objected to him, that be 
w&s expelled : this he fkadily denies^ 
lahd k was apparently not true; but it 
ib^ms plain from his own ver&s to Die- 
d9tij. thiat he had incurred Rujiicatim ; 
li^^mp^rarjr difmiffion into the country^ 
i9^']^erhap$ ^e;Ms; €f a term « 
'' ^ Jam 
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M' X L T O N/ ^ 

J?n| ncc anindifer-UBi inihi cuca reviiercCaraviin, 
Nee ^udum Tetiti xne laris angic amor ; 

Ncc duri libet ufque minas perfcfre magtfiri, 
Caeteraque ingenio non fubcunda mco. 

. I cannot find any meaning but tMs^ 
tvhich even kindnefs and reverence can 
give to the term, veiifi laris, " a habi- 
*^ tation from, which he is excluded ;^ Ojf 
how exile can be otherwif^ interpreted* 
He declares yet more^ that he is weary 
of enduring the threats qf a rigorous 
mafitry andfometbingelft^ which, a temper 
like, bis eamot underga^ . What was n^pce 
thaft threat was evidently puniihment. 
This>poan> which, naentions.. his emlf^ 
proves iikewife. ihatittw^g not perpe- 
tuai;. for it cQncludps,.wIi( ^ r.efolvil:ipn 
of retumkg &ia)e^!^M^.iJO;<;amb^^> 
a H« 
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He took both the ufual degrees j thac- 
of Batchelor in 1628, and that of Mailer 
in 1632; but he left the univcrfity witfi 
no kindnefs for its inftitution, alienated 
either by the injudieibus feverity of his 
governors, or his own captious perverfe- 
nefSfc Thexaufe cannot now be known j 
but the effe<ft appears in his writings. 
His fcheme'of education^ mfcribed to 
Hartliby fuperfedes ail academical in* 
ftru(£Kon, being intended'to oomprifc the 
whole time whiclv men ufually fpend in^ 
fiterature, from their entrance u|X)rt 
'grammar, /;// they proceedy as it 'is coiled j 
'viajlers of arts. And m his Difcourfee^n 
the likeliejl Way to remove Hirelings out 
'of the Churchy he ingenioufly propofes, 
that the p-tifiti pf the-hndi forfeited bf: 

- ' tie 
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MIL TO N. rr 

the^aSt for Juperfittious ufes^ jhouldhi ap^ 
plied to Jiich academies all tyver tSe land', 
where languages and arts may be taught' 
together:; fo that ymtb may he at (mce 
hr&ught up to a compefency 6f learnmg 
and an honeft trade^ by which means fucff 
of tbenv as had the gift,, being enabled tff 
fupport themfehes (without tithes} by the 
batter y mayy by the help of the fbrmet^ 
become worthypreachers^ 
' One of his objections ro academical 
education j as ifwas thencondufted, is, 
that men defigned for orders in the 
Church were permitted' to a<ft plays^, 
writhing and unboning their ctkrgy limbs 
to all the antick and difitonejl gejlicres of 
Trincalosy btcffoons andbawds, projiilufing 
ibeJI^me of that rnnt/lryu/hiih'lhey had. 
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e\\ v)m near havmgy to the ayej of iour* 
tiers and CQurt4adies^ their grooms and 
mademolfellesj^ 

This 19 fuificiently peeviih in a man, 
vho, when he mentions bis exile from 
the college,, relates, with great luxu- 
riance, the cpmpenfation which the plea^ 
fures of the theatre afford him* Plays 
wer,e therefore only cruninal when they 
\yere afted by academicks. 
. ,He went to ihe univerfity with, a de* 
fign of entering into the chuxcb, but ia 
t;ime ^Itered^ his mind ; for he declared, 
that whoever became a clergymjMi niuft 
^y fubfcribe ilave> ^nd . taj^e an oath 
^* wi^bftl, which, unjefs he, took with a 
;** confcipnce that could retch, he niuft 
V ftraight pei:4urc himfelf. He thpug^t 

" it 
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« it better to prefer a blamelefs filence 
^ before the office of Ipeaking, bought 
** and begun with fervitude and for- 
" fwearirig.'^ 

Thefe expreflions are, I find, applied 
to the fubfcription of the Articles ; but 
it feems more probable that they relate 
to canonical obedience. I know not 
any of the Articles which feem to thwart 
his opinions ; b\T(: the thoughts of obe- 
dience, whether canonical or civile raffed 
his rndignatiori. 

' His tmwillitignefs to engage in the 
miriiftiy, perhaps not yet advanced to i 
fettled refoiution of declining it> ap- 
pears' ih a letter to one of his frietids, 
who had reproved hiJr fufpended and 
ifiiatory lifc, which he 'ftems ttr have'* 

im- 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



a^ M. I,,,L T C^ N, 

unpirted to an infatiable curigfity^ ^ai 
faataftick luxury ^f varic^us Jsf^Qwifdgc^ 
To this he writes a cool md j)l^ufible 
anfwer, in which he endeavaurs to pei> 
fiiade him .thi^t the .delay proceeds x^ot 
from the delijghjts^of defultory .ftudy, but 
£wm the defire of obtaining more fit- 
nefs for his tafk,; and that be goes on^, 
not Jaking thought of being Iqte^ Jo it^ive. 
advantage to he more jiu . , 

When he left the univerfity^ h6 re-. 

turned to his father, then refi4ipg at. 
Horton in Buckinghamlhipe, with whom 
he lived five years ; in which time he is 
faid to have read all the Greek and l!a-. 

^in writers. With what limitations this, 
univerfality is t<> be underftood, who 

4hall inforgi us^> \ 

..-•■ • ' '' ■ ■■■' :it' 
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*'lt liii^t 'Be fuppbreHthat he who 
Tcaa fo Jcnttch fliould have done nothing 
rife; but Milton found time to write 
the Mafqoe* of Comus, which was prel 
fented at Ludlow, then the refidence of 
the Lord Prefident of Wales, in 1634; 
and haH the honour of being adted by 
the eart of Bridgewater's fons and 
daiigHten -The fidion is derived from 
Homer^s Circe ; but we never can refufe 
to any modern the liberty of borrowing 
from' Homer : ' 

, r— a quo ceu fonte perenni 
Vatum Pieriis ora rigantur aquis. 

His next production was Lycidas, an 
degy, written in 1637, on the death of 
Mr, King, the fon of Sir John King, 
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1$ MIL T; Q H- 

^cretary for Ireland in the tiiM of Eli- 
^abtth, James, and Charles* King was 
jTttUch a favourite at Cambridge, an^ 
many of trhe wits joined to 4o honour 
-*p his memoryj. Milton^s acquaintance 
:with the Italian writers may be difcover- 
«ed by a mixture of longer and ihorter 
verfes, accor-ding to the ruks of Tiifcaa 
poetry, an.d his malignity 4cO the Church 
]by fome .lirj-es which are interpreted as 
threatening its extermination. 

He is fuppofed about this time to 
have written his Arcades ; for while he 
lived at Horton he ufcd fometimes 
to Ileal from his ftudies a few days, 
which he fpent at Harefield, the houfe 
¥)f the countefs .dowager of Derby, 

where 

7 
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MILTON. 17 

where the Arcade j made part of a dr^ 
matick fmtertainment. 

He began now to grow weary of the 
4;ounary; and had fome purpofe of 
ta.king chambers in the Inns of Court^ 
when the death of his mother fet him 
at liberty to travel, for which he obr 
tained his father's confent, and Sir Hen- 
ry Wotton's directions, with the cele- 
.brated precept of prudence, / penfteri 
Jiretti^ ed il 'vifo fdolto; *^ thoughts 
*' clofe, aod looks loofe*" 

In 1638 he left England, and wenf 
firft to Paris ; where, by the favour of 
lord Scudamarc, he had the opportunity 
of vifiting Groiiusj then refiding at th(f 
French court as ambaffador from Chrif- 
tina of Sweden* From Paris he hafted 
c into 
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is M I L T d I^, 

into Italy, of wKich he ha<J witb partictt- 
lar diligence ftudied the language and 
liter^ttire ; and, though he feems to have 
iritend'ed a very quick perambulation of 
the cbuntry, ftaid two months at Flo- 
Yfeiice • where he fourid his way into the 
academieis', ' and produced his compoft- 
tions with fuch applaufe as appears t6 
"have exklted him in his own opinion, 
ktid coilfifmed him in the hope, that, 
*^ by -labour and intenfe ftudy, which," 
fays he, ^* I take tb be my portion in 
** this life, jbihed with a fttong propen- 
^* fity of liature, he might leave fome- 
** thing fo written to after-times, as they 
^^ ihoxild not Willingly let it xTie*" 

It appears, in all his writings, that 

lie had the ufual concomitant of great 

^ abili- 
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1^ ^ L T Q INI. ,, 

abilities, a lofty and fteady confidence 
in hiaifelf, perhaps not without fomc 
contempt of others; for fcarcely any maa 
ever wrote fo much and praifed fo few. 
Of his praife he was very frugal; as 
he fet its value high, and confidered his 
mention of a name as a fecurity againft 
the wafte of time, and a certain prefer- 
vative from oblivion. 

At Florence he could not indeed com- 
plain that his merit wanted diftindion. 
Carlo Dati prefented him with an cn- 
comiaftick infcription, in the tumid la-» 
pidary ftile ; and Francini wrote him an 
ode,.of which the firft ftanza is onlyemptv 
noife ; t;he reft are perhaps too diffufe 
on common topicks ; but the lafl: is na»- 
tural and beautifuL 

c 2 From 
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10 MILTON. 

From Florence he went to Sienna, 
and from Sienna to Rome^ where he was 
again received with kindnefs by the 
Learned and the Great. Holflenius, 
the keeper of the Vatican library, who 
had refided three years at Oxford, in- 
troduced him to cardinal Barberini, and 
he, at a miifical entertainment, waited 
for him at the door, and led him by 
the hand into the aflembly. Here Sel- 
vaggi praifed him in a diftich, and Sal- 
filli in a tetraftick ; neither of them of 
much value. The Italians were gainers 
by this literary commerce; for the en- 
comiums with which Milton repaid Sal- 
filli, though not fecurc againft a ftern 
grammarian, turn the balance indif- 
putably in Milton's favour. 

Of 
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MILTON, 21 

Of thefe Italian teftimonies, poor as 
they are, he was proud enough to pub- 
lilh them before his poems ; though he 
fays, he cannot be fufpe<9:ed but to have 
known that they were faid non tarn 
de fcj quamfuprafe. 

At Rome, as at Florence, he llaid 
.only two months ; a time inde.ed fuffi- 
cient, if he defired only to ramble with 
an explainer of its antiquities, or to 
view palaces and count pid:ures; but 
certainly too Ihort for the contempla- 
tion of learning, policy, or manners. 

From Rome he paffed on to Naples^ 
in company of a hermit ; a companion 
from whom little could be expeftcd,. 
yet to him Milton owed his intro* 
duftion to Manfo marquis of .Villa, who 
c 3 bad 
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!iiad been before the patron of Ta'flb. 
Manfo was enough delighted with hik 
accomplifliments td honour him with k 
forry diftichj, in which he comhiend's 
him for every thing buit his religion ; 
and Milton, in returti, i^ddreJtTed him iti 
> Latinpoem, 'which rnuft have raifed 
Ian high opinion of Englilh eleganet 
jind Utcraturc. 

His pui-pofe was ' now to have vffited 
Sicily and Greece i but,, hearing' of the 
differences between the kirfg and parlia* 
ment,, he thought it proper to haftea 
home,^ rather than pafs his life in fo- 
reign amufements while his country- 
men were contending for their r?ghts* 
'He therefore came back to Rome, tho? 
'diQ mecchaojts bformed hhn of plots- 

laid 
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tl^id ?igmft him by the Jefuits^ fpr the 
-libeity of his qonverfet^pqs on religjon. 
Jfefc had fenfe enough to judge that there 
was no danger, and therefore kept qn 
Jiis way, and aded as before, neither 
rob,tTuding nor fliunning controverfy. He 
.had perhaps given fome offence. by viiit* 
ii)gt Galileo, th^n a prisoner in the In- 
quifition for philofophical herefy ; and 
j^t Naples r he was told , by .Manfo, that, 
by his declaration? on religious queIlioi;s, 
he had excluded himfclf from fome dif- 
! tinftions which he Ihould otherwife have 
paid him. But fuch condud:, though 
it did not.pleafe, was yet -fufficiently 
• fafe ; • and Milton flaid two months more 
at Rome,, and went on to Florence with- 
out TOokftatipn. 

c A From 
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24 MILTON. 

From Florence he vMted Lucca. Mc 
afterwards went to Venice ; and, having 
fcnt away a colledion of mufick and 
other books, travelled to Geneva, which 
he probably confidercd as the metropo- 
lis of orthodoxy. Here he repofed, as 
in a congenial element, and became ac- 
quainted with John Diodati and Frede- 
rick Spanheim, two learned profeflbrs 
of Divinity. From Geneva he paflid 
through France; and came home, after 
an abfence of a year and three months. 

At his return he heard of the death 
of his friend Charles Diodati ; a man 
whom it is reafonable to fuppdfe of 
great merit, lince 'he was thought by 
Milton worthy of a poem, intituled,. 
Epitophiutn Ddfnonisy written with the 

com- 
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M I L T O N- 25 
c^imnion 1;>ut childiih imitation of pafto- 
ral life. ^ 

He now hired a lodging at the houfe of 
one Ruffel, a taylor in St. Bride's Church- 
yard, and undertook the education of 
John and Edward Phillips, his filler's 
fons« Finding his roon}s too little, be 
took a houfe and garden in Alderfgate- 
. ftreet, which was not then fo much out 
of the world as it is now ; and chofe 
his dwelling at the upper end of a paf- 
fage, that he might avoid the noife of 
the ftreet. Here he received more boys, 
to be boarded and inftruded. 

Let not our veneration for Milton for- 
bid us to look with fome degree of mer- 
riment on great promifes and fmall per- 
formance, on the man who haftens home, 

becaufc 

m 
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ijccaiife his ^oufttrymcn are contending 
for their liberty, and, when he reaches the 
^cene of aftion, vapours away his pa- 
"triorifm in a private boarding-fchodl. 
This is the period of his life from 
•which all his biographers feem inclined 
^to flif irtk. They are unwilling that Mil- 
'ton fliould be degraded to a fchool- 
maftcr; 'but ^'fince it cannot be .denied 
that he taught bo>'s, one -finds out that 
he taught for nothing, and another that 
•his motive was only zeal for the propa- 
^ gation of learning and virtue ; and all 
tell what they do not know to be true, 
btily to excufe an a<5t which no wife 
" pian will confider as in itfelf difgracefiiU 
' His father was alive ; his allowance was 
^ not ample, and he fupplicd its deficien- 
cies 
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cids 'by ^n 'Kotieft Aid Hifeftrl -emjploy* 
ment. 

It is told, thiat in the iaft of educa- 
tion heperfornied wonders; and a fbr- 
midablc lift is -given bf the authors, 
"Greek and^Litin, that ^ere read in Ai- 
derfgate-ftrcet, by yoi«ih between tin 
andfiifleeriorfixtcenyears6f^. ThdTc 
v^ho tell or receive fliefe ftorks, ihotild 
confider that nobody can be taugfiit 
fafter than he can learn. The fpeed tif 
the befthorf^an muft be limited ^ by 
the power of his horfe.. Every maft^ 
.that has ever undertaken to infiruifc 
'others,, can tell what flow advances her 
has been able to make, and how much 
patience it requires to recall vagrant 
kattcntion, to ^iimulate-fluggifli indif-^ 

ference. 
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/creoce, and . to redlify abfurd mifap- 
prehenfion. 

. The purpofe of Milton, as it feems, 
. ^as to teach fomething more folid than 
tjip common literature of fchools, by 
.reading thofe authors that treat of phy- 
lical fubjeds; fuch as the Georgick, 
and agronomical treatifes of the an- 
cients. This was a fcheme of improve- 
ment which feems to have bufied many 
literary projectors of that age. Cowley, 
^who had more means than Milton of 
knowing what was wanting to the em- 
bellilhments of life, formed the fame 
plan of education in his imaginary Col- 
lege. 

But the truth is, that the knowledge 
of external nature, and of the fciences 

which 
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which that knowledge requires or in- 
cludes, is not the great or the frequent 
bufinefs of the human mind. Whether 
we provide for adtion or converfation, 
whether we wiih to be ufeful or pleafirig, 
the firft requiiite is the religious and 
moral knowledge of right and wpong; 
the next is an acquaintance with the 
hiftory of mankind, and with thofe ex- 
amples which maybe faid to embody 
trutii, and prove by events the reafonable- 
nefs of opinions. Prudence and juflice are 
virtues, and excellencies, of all times, 
and of all places ; we are perpetually 
moraiills, but we are geometricians only 
by chance. Our intercourfe with intel- 
lafhial nature is neceflary ; our fpecula- 
tions upon matter are voluntary, and at 

leifure. 
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l^ifur^. Phyfic^ feaawlcdge is of fucl^ 
lare emergence, that oue maa may. kni>vy 
^npther half his life without being ablf 
to eftimate bis fkiU in hydro^biticks 
or aflxonomy ; but his moral and pru- 
;dential charadier immediately appears. 

Thofe authors, therefore, are to b^ 
jread at fchools that fupply moll: axioms 
jof prudence, moft principles of mor^i 
truth, and moft materials for cqnverfa- 
jtion ; and thefe purpofes are beft ferved 
hy poets, orators^ and hiiiorians. 

Let mc npt be cenfured for this di- 

;greflion as pedantick or paradoxical; 

for if I have Milton againft me, I haviJ 

:.Spcrates on my fide. It yas bis labour 

..to turn pKilofophy from die ftudy of 

nature to fpeculations upp^ life, but the 

inno- 
I 
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miioyatfNTs wkom I oppofe ^^ tqffiing 
1^ attention frooi Ufb to oati^re. They 
feem to think, that we are placed her« 
to watch the growth of pUvit$^ w the 
motions of the itars. Socrates was rsi? 
ther of opinion, that wh^ we h94 tQ 
learn was^ how to do goody and aVQi4 
evil. 

Of inftitutions we may judge by their 
effcfe. From this wonder-working aca- 
demy, I do not know that there ever pro- 
ceeded any man very eminent for know-* 
ledge: its only genuine product,! believe^ 
is a fmall Hiftory of Poetry, written in 
Xatin by his nephew, of which perhaps 
aone of my readers has ever heatd. 

That 
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That in his fchool, as in every thiag 
clfe which he undertook, he laboured 
with great diligence, there is no reafoii 
fcwr dqubting* One part of his method 
deferves general imitation. He wascare- 
fill to inftruft his fcholars in rdigioi^* 
Every Sunday was fpent upon th(?Qlo- 
g}^ ; in which he didated a fliort fyftqm, 
gath^ered from the writers that we^e 
tbep falhionable in the Dutch uniyer*. 
fities. 

His fet his pupils an example of hard 
ftudy and fpare diet ; only now and then 
he allowed himfelf to pafs a day of 
feftivity and indulgence with fome gay 
gentlemen of Gray's Inn. 

He now began to engage in the con- 
troverfies of the times, and lent his, 

breath 
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l^^reatli to blow tte flames of contention. 
In 1641 Ke ptibfflhed a trearife of Re- 
fcrmaticn in two books> againft the efta<* 
Mfflied Church ; being wilKng to help 
the Puritans, who were, he fays> inferiar 
id tht Prelates in learnings 

Hall bifliop of NorwiGh had pub- 
Ifffiedan Humble Remonjlrance^ in de- 
fence of Epifcopacy; to which, in 1641, 
fix miriilters, bf whofe nam^ss the firft 
letters made the celebrated word Smec-^ 
fymriUSy gavfe their AnfWcn Of this An- 
IWer a Confutation was attempted by 
the learned U^r ; ahd to the Confuta- 
tion Milton publiflied a Reply, inti- 
tuled^ (yPrf/j</ir^/f^//?«>/tirj, andwhe* 
tber if may be Educed from the ApoJioUcal 
times, h) virtue of thofe tejilmonies whick 
d are 
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ofrjm^ krd^fi^f ^.^rMagh ii n.// 
... l^have traiiftrUDied ;thi3> > title to jS^w^^ 
Ijyi his :C9n«:cmptu(>v:$; naent iqr, iq^ j Vfttr>- 
thfet.hiehad nowii^optod.the;iwri(tw)i^ 
cal : iav«gene{$ of jij^banieersv :Hi* ififext- 
nienii u^ged ^gai^ift » Fr^hcy^ by^ Mt^ ^otn- 
Mib<m:^ .1642.^ ^ It) )t;his book )iQ;i4iifep^« 
vers^ not with.oftcxitatious e:?f:ultattQoy 
but- with cairn co!aficlpa<;ey his, lugbj 0^1^; 
nion of his own /powers; ^.^ra.snife^ 
to lund wtake fosftetbing, hiS^ j^t- '^jcootvs 
notiwiiat^ that maybe o£«fe aiwiTib^Wi:, 
to.iiiJxoiantfy.. \^^ Tl>ij^/'%s^he^:.ff iy 
*^ not to.be ^bt^ijicd but by-dfiviwf 
^^fixffs toJhatEwrnal Spirit tfeat cw.\ 
> 11 *^ enrich 
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<^ehrtokvwith iilt' utterance and k^w-* 
^kdg^;' imd feacU otit hU SeraplAtn\ 
^* with the haHowed fire of his altttP/ito* 
^^ t»dch^ aad purify ih^ Hps of whom 
** he pleafes. To this^ muft l>e added^' 
"^ittAlfttious and llbled: reading, ileadjr- 
** ob{brv2kion^ atid iiifight into ^1 foerh*^ 
*^ ty an4 generotis arts and affairs ;^tilh 
^^'whicttitt feme meafure be cooapafty I^ 
"^reSP&fe^iiot tofuftain this ^xpeaatioti*!* 
Ff^dVAf 'ft promife- like this^ at ouce ^n*- 
vidv'piaus, flind rational^ might be' exv: 
pe^d the^ Paradi/e Lnfi. 
- /H«4>^hHlhed the fame yeat tw> more 
pfeim^kt^^' upon the fame queftionv 
7o dne*(^f^ his antagonifts^'ivho^affiprnff- 
tlMr^hev^s v^rkited cul ^tf the untvet-^' 
Jky;* %^^ anftv^syi*^- general te«ttf^? 

,'.;v/. ^ d2 **Th< 
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M The Fellows of did College w|iorf^^f 

-f^fpwtfome years, umy parting, .after 

<^ I had taken two degrees^ as diet9»n«- 

r'/. tier is^. fignifi^d many times ^w »wchr 

^* better it would conteat tbem thgt f 

,ff-^^^ld ftay^-^As-for thecppwnw^p- 

ff;prDj>atiw or diffiJae of th^C phc&^Sfi- 

i^f now it is>r that I fliov^W efeera^.Qr 4if- 

,<^ efteem my.felf the more foi that^ too 

^^fimple ie th« aofwcrer,;tf he thmk .to^ 

« ofetaia with me- Of fmaH pr^^e 

: *^ were the phyjScian who CDul4 .not 

.^^ judge, by what fee. and her fifiieriave 

s <^ of long time vomited^ that th&iwwicf 

<^ fluff Ihe ftrongly keeps in heritmo^di^ 

i^^ hvA the better fee is eve£:kroI^i|gat» 

:^^'d^ is queafy :. fee vonuls -naw out of 

^f iickne&; but ;hef^e it be^ weU with 

'.r •'her. 
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«< liiir^Hie mu^fc vbittft by ftrong phyick. 
««^i-*.Tfee Uftlveiffity, in the time of htt 
^4jfettei? hfealth, Sad thy younger judge- 
^•^tiiertt, I never ^^eaely admired, but 
*^newitiueh Ids."' 

Tkl^'h'fvifclj thehmguage bf a man 

irhb^^hlnks' that hdiaj been ittjufed. 

Ht proceeds t^ d^fcribe the cowfe of 

feJs'^ftdutft, arid the train of his 

thdtigfeii and, bccaufe he has been 

'ftri^eifteS of iricontinetice, gives an ac- 

*<*unt: df' his own purity : *^ That if I 

^^•fce juftly charged/' fays he, ^* With 

' *^ this drime, it may come upon me with 

<«»'«tofeld«xame-**- 

"■ 'TThcflile of his piece is rough, atid 
''f\i<;ll jfiei^haps was that of his antagonift. 
'^ThiS'^tyughneis he}ufti€es, by gre^lt ex- 
« ^'-'-i d 3 amples^ 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



SZ M 1 D T d R 

ampksj in a long- digpeffion, So(faetiin«i 

lie tries W be ImmprptiS : *^ Ltiiflr^ouhi 

^^ take him for fome chaplain in handv 

*^* >fomc^fquire. of' the body to li|s.j>r€r 

^'lit-e, one whoferves not at thje. kltat 

:^ only tut at the Court»€upboar-d^>he 

• ^^ will beftow -pn' us- a ptet jy model 'of 

'•^^ Ji4m(blf ; and fet$ me ^t half a do^i& 

-^'Iptificd mottog, whjsrcrcr he had (hemr^ 

^* lTfc>ppi<ig ihort in the me^fure of xxmr 

i^fivuliion fits; in which laboor-tise 

'i^^ flgony of^his wit having fcaped nar- 

^^ fowly, inftead of well-iized peripda, 

<^ he greets us with a quaatity of 

'^^ thumbring pofies.-And thu^ends^thig 

♦*^ fe^ion, or rather difledtionjof. him- 

^^^ folf." Such is t the controverfial mcr- 

rknQnc of Milton : his gtoomy feriouf- 

' ! nefs 
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maUginiQr^. if^st ieUi^ff^am darker f*h bh 

. j^ifather^ < after; Reading wa$ , .tstflcen 
hjEJexiy CftiMi.to jrpJSdean-hb Miafc; 
and ' im>ikkoo\ mci^a£bd. « At Wkk&m^ 
tkte>.^ittiiis thirtjr-fifth y«au,; htf rterried 
^h/ba^^iAkoldtK^ttv of .Mr^ Vovmk'"^ 
jtifticel;o£ iKe|>mQe inOxfordlhurUrnHc 
>hcQught her to.tofftn. witl^ him»:'aifcd ex- 
ficdcdoall; the ^dyamagesof ax^njugal 
ii&. {Tj^iady, hew'wer^feeaas DQt>inuch 
toohav^e ;d)el%htod in the plea£un6$ of 
'^^aretdkt and hard ftudy; for^ as,fPhi- 
4ips. relates, " having for a nij(»ith; led 
ff' at pirilofophtcal lifip, after haviegbeen 
f ^ : uftdi at ' home to. a . great Jioufe^ < and 
MonucHi cor^pany and.'J^jviality.^ her 
-:i r , d 4 " friends, 
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^iiMen^ fbffiUjr hy her oim;.defin5$^ 

^^th9 renminibg ipart 4)f the furaaagBP}^ 
^^ whidi was grantied^ lipop a pmnift^. 

;Mfitcm wai txio^huSjf tataaek itii& 
hb'i^cifct li&.piiffiied iiif. fiiitiaft:;.w4 
nownand. idioai vifi(^ i^iady^Msfgaitt^ 
Ltigb> wbmn' he hte menioittied iii:oqi. 
of : & lomiets^ ^Atr hft McbaekipiS' ar.t> 
rived; bfut the lady ixad no^ ittaUnadxBi 
to' return to the IbUeia gk»bm of her f 
huftand^ hobkation, and therc&te rety 
wilUngly forgot her promife* Heient het" 
aidtfter^ but had no anfwer r ^ ^^nt 
znofT with the &xne ibccdTs; It cduld be 
altcgod thatdettecs mtfcarry ; ^e thqrew 
fore difpatchcd a meffenger, being hf , 

i;il this 
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l]ri& tkserM^ sagfT ^o ^ iuvfeU His 

tcn^< Tbe famity ^^..the: lady vm:^' 

In a mati^^^ofe iOjpiilieQ x^;]ia o#rr 
cacrit wav like MiboDts^ kft pronldsi* 
tkii: tbaiiilhis m^ltttlianttj raided Tioimt^ 
refeotn^ft^ Mtteon >feoa'(ktonniacd'/to 
repadiate-; her for dKchtdkncC; ^iifd,^ 
betog one of i Jiikdie iwhc^ couid eafily find 
argmocttts, tsa jvftifjir imrlsBBtioni pxian 
IHhed :(ia i544) Tie DofMne wid Difck 
pa Jiff of Divorce.; vmiokmm fqtiowed (By ' 
yj&/ Ju^ement 0/ Martin Suae cofwern^: 
ing Divorce; and thenext year^ )itsTi<^; 
trachordcxiy^ Exfsfuhms .upon the finr' 
(hief Places of Scriftwe wbicb trtet. tf 
fdfftriage^. . . . . ^ 1:. • 

This 
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;H'This itmbvaridtt Wa^ dppofcd,' -ai 
ttiighftbcfjxpeAed, by the ckrgy ;• 'vs^o; 
then holding their famous afietnbly at 
Weftminfter, pmoured thit tfecMithor 
ARHiid beioaHed before t^ L<m^s;- ^< but 
5(ihat.boirie/' faj« Wood,'' '^-^kecher 
5ftapplW:kig:tt«5dofi:riMi ortttM? fliV6«f* 
^i* ih^. hia laccufers, did fo6fl dlftnift 
'fUm/- .' i ^ r ^ 

There (eems not to have been rnudl 
nvtitten'sgainft bim, nor ahy"thii4^-by 
eny wsitrtr'' of eminence. ; Tiie intagoi 
itfft-that appeared is (tiled by hiiti, M 
Sftrvin^mati Utrned Solicitor. Hcwel vi 
kis letters mentions the new dodritii 
With cofttempt ; and it was, I fuppofei 
thought isore worthy of derision thai! 
of confutajtiom H^ complains of this 

negledt 
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. .Frotn.this;time.iti^i>bfcn'ed: thithe: 
beK^atnp ;^ . pn^nyttoih^ ffrcfeytcfia»$]p 
whom .he * l\ad , f^iuroured before* He 
tb«,<^tattge^,hisr party, by his^ humour^ 
iS' -not naoj;e .virtuous than he.tliat 
changes it by his intereft ; he loved binii- 

. '.HisWjife. andlier relationsi «ow found 
tb#ttMilWti was not aauhrefeftiog fuf-* 
^erer of inpuries ; and percehring that jw 
jtodv begun to xput his doftrine in prae^ 
.tiee, by courtijig i youog woman of 
great accorpplilhments, the dii^qghter of 
pflc DoQiQr .Dayisjy who ) vi$9^ howev^ 
flot ready to comply, they refolved 

to 
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t©*emleav6aiF ti teJiiriiom 'He wtht fomc- 
times to the houfc of one Blackbbrough, 
his relation. In * tKe line cif Sf • Martih's- 
fe-Cjrand^ ihd it one of - his tiftal^Vifits 
iwis forprifed' to fed hfa wife come from 
atootiher room, arid implore forgitenefs 
^^Hi her knees. He ' refilled -'fier intiea- 
*ie^ for, awhile ; « tut parti j^/^ far s'Phi- 
I5psy ** his own generous nature, iiiore 
*^ indinable to reconciliation than to pet*- 
'^'^'fe^erance 'in anger or revcngd,'&iid 
if' pia:rtly the fitting interceiSon of friends 
^ oil both fidis, foon brought him to 
•^^ an aft of oblivion and a iirm Icagtfe 
■** of peace.*^ It were injurious to omit, 
that Milton afterwards received^ her fi- 
"Ither and her brothers itf his '6^11 'hoafi. 
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whca rib«y were .dii|£eflirf> wiiJi other 

R^»Mf-^- .- ••■ "'- ':.*.• .r '..•.., t 

^ W?JJ«biHihftd .^bput the famje tinfvf 

h|^/frffi^flfj/if4i,: fi^^petfb ^/ JMr, J»h> 

MUViftJJ?'- tfffMhrty <ff ,Hnii€er^ed Brin^^ 

ing^ The/^Qgie;r^ fuqhiinbpunded lirh^ir 

tjr, and tbcdwg^ of. bouoding \x, h^ve 

pxfofd^c^ a. problem in the fci^pe ,oif 

Qavjeroment. wJtiicJi^ hxira^^ undepfta^r 

ipg ;(^q^g.h^erto un^bte t0fQlve. ; U 

»OQthi»g may. be publiftied but. what civtt 

^jothority ftuill b^ve previoufljr approved^ 

po^ycr nvttft alwa^'s be t;h?f fUiuJaf4 of 

Wuth ; ,if every dreamer of . innov3|:ioi» 

may prop^ate his projeds, there can 

te no fettipmeat ; if every mwmurq'stt 

gjovernajKotmay diffpff 4tf^ ^^-c 

caa.be no peace; and. if every iceptick 
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ift :tk(S>k)gy imay xtzch his^ follJei> th<rfe 
cf(n;]>e no rdjgkmv The remedp^gkitA- 
tbfifo evilsris topunifh tke authws? for 
it IS yet allowtdrjthaiti^veyj^ fboWtymtif 
puQ^i thcmglrnpt prevent^ the pubiU 
c^ciosi of ojunions^ which that ^focietf . 
iball. think rp^nidatis : but this puiiiih'<* 
mentv though; it ihay crufti the amhory 
pii^motffi jtks bbok; and it feems noc 
more. rcafonaWc ta leave the • fight of . 
printing unreftraincd, becauufe wiriters"* 
n^ay: be .aftferwards cenfurcdi than it 
would be to: fkep with doors urf^hdd/ 
beoaufe by our law$ wc; can hang a* 

iJBuu.'iwliaievertwece his engagements,' 
ciaril or dqmcftlcfc^i.pocrfy^ayasi never 
lcUi^;QUt7o£;^hii$.{thoi;gh;C$>i'r. About this 

-v/oji " U(ne 
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time' i(;fc45). a.caflefldoii:: of his Latiiir 
attdlSngliih; poems iappsarjed^ in which' 
tWr^/A^r0:;.ti9d i?is^r^i ividb fomci 
others, woc^ fipftpubHlhed* ^ 

:Hfi had taken a |arger houfe inSaf'^. 
bican-ifoTrrthe reception of fohotais'^ 
buit cfa«, numerous FelatxmB>pf his wife^^ 
to whomvbe generoufly guinted refojge- 
for a while, occupied his rooms^ Itr 
tihie^ I bpwevtfr, they, went -away ; and the 
^boufe again/* fays ^Philips, *^ nowt 
^ looked like a houfe of die Mufes only, 
'^^thdi^ the acoelSion of icholarsuf^^' 
'^nqft^gifeat^ Poffibly his hairing pro^v 
" ceeded fo far in the education «i0 
". youth/may have beicti the^octafionU)f 
"his adverfarks^catlii^ Hlmpdilagogiie • 
*^;and fchd^-maftir 5 vis?hej«fesi4t ^U->\?t4lv* 

** known 
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^^ known he ncvar fet up for a publick 
^ fchool^ to teach all the young fry of 
^ a parifli ; but only was wilKng to im* 
<* part his leiarnlng and knowledge tcr 
<^ relations, and the fons of gentlemen 
" who were his intimate friends ; and 
*' that neither his writings nor his way 
•^ of teaching ever favoured in the leait 
** of pedantry." 
Thus iaborioufly does bis nephew ex* 
- texraate what cannot be denied, and 
what might be confeffed without dif- 
grace. Milton was not a man who could 
become mean by a mean employment. 
This, howevtr, his warmefl: friends feem 
jROt to have found ; they therefore Ihift 
and palliate^ He did not fell literature 
to alt comers, at aq open ffiop ; he was 

a cham- 
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a diamber-mniln^^ ^nd meafured his 
commodities only to his friei^ds* 

Philips, evidently impatient of view-* 
ing him in this flate of degi:adation» 
tells uf that it w?is not long continued ; 
and, to raife his charafter again, has a 
mind tp inveft him with military ^l^nr 
4our : " He is much miftaJken," be fays> 
" if there was not about this tinje a. cje^ 
*' fign of , making him an adjut^nt- 
" general inSirWiUiam Waller's anxiy* 
" But the Rew-modelling of the. atjcpy 
" pjrorycd.an qbfttudion. to th^ defign/' 
An, event cannot, be fet at a piup^ 
greater d|ft^qce than by. haying bfiCf 
Qojy d^figmd^ ^bou^fonip. tiine^ ii a;iiau 
k not much mifiakeru l^ilton (lull ^]jg 
^ pedagogue no longer ; fof, if. Philips 
e be 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



be not miftaken, fi>meb0dy ^t foitwticne 
defigned him for a.foldicr, r.;».;L- .' 

About the time • that the army' jivas 
newTmodelled (1645) '^^ removed to a 
fpialler houfe ia Holbourn, which open- 
ed backward into Lincoln's-Inn-fieldsii 
He is mt known to have publilbed any 
thingi ^fii^rwards till the king's.- deaths 
wh^n, ftqding his murderers condemned 
by the Prefbyterians, he wrote a treatife 
to juftify it, and to compofe tbe^mindi of 
the people. 

He made fome Remarks on the Jrtkks 
of Peace between Ormond and the Irifh 
Rebels. While he contented himfelf to 
write, he perhaps did only what his 
confcienqe dictated; and if he did not 
very vigilantly watch the influence <^ 

his 
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lib own paffidhs^ and the gradual pre- 
yalence of opinion^/ firft willingly ad- 
mitted and then habitually ihdulged^ 
if objeAions, by being overlooked, 
were forgotten, and defire fuperinduced 
convidkion, he yet Ihared only the com- 
mon weaknefs of mankifid, and might fed 
noldk fincere than his opponents. But ai 
fadtion feldom leaves a man honeft, how- 
ever it might find him, Milton is fuP 
pefl^ of having interpolated the book 
called Icon DqfiUkej which the Council 
of State, to whom he was now made Latim 
fecretary, employed him to cenfure, by 
inferting a prayer taken from Sidney*} 
Arcadia y and imputing it to the king; 
whom he charges, in his Iconoclajies, with 
the ufe of this prayer as with a heavy 
e z crin:e. 
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crime, in the indecrm- language » with 
which profperity had emboldened the ad* 
vocates for rebellion to infult ail th^ h 
venerable or great.: " Who would have 
•^ imagined fo little fear in him of the 
^* true all-feeing Deity-^as, immediatdy 
*' before his death, to pop into ^ the 
^* hands of the grave bifiiop that at- 
^^.tendfcd him, as a fpccial relique of 
^^ his faintly exerblfes, a prayer ftolen 
'* word for word from the mouthf of a 
*^ heathen woman praying to a heathen 
*^god?^* 

The papers which the king gave to 
Dr. Juxon oA the fcafFold the regicides 
took away, fo that they were at kaft 
the publiihersof this prayer^ and Dr. 
Birch, who examined the queftion with 

great 
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gpeat care^ was inclined. to think them the 
fcfflgefs. The ufe, of it by adaptation 
w^ rinnoccnt ; and they who co;uld fo 
noifily cenfure it, with. a little exicnfion 
of their malice could contrive what they 
wanted to accufe. 

King Charles the Second, being now 
Ihel tered in Holland * employed Salmafius, 
profeiSbr of Polite Learning at Leyden, 
to write a defence of his father and of 
monarchy; and, to excite hisinduftry, 
gave him, as was reported, a hundred 
Jacobufes. Salmafius was a man of fkill 
in languages, knowledge, of antiquity, 
atid fagacity of emendatory criticifm, 
almoft exceeding all hope of human 
attainment ; and having, by excef- 
fivc praifes, been confirmed in great 
e 3 con- 
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confidence of himfelf, though he 'pro- 
bably had not mlich confidered the 
principles of fociety or the rights of 
government, undertook the employment 
without diftruft of his own qualifica* 
tions ; and, as his expedition in writing 
Was wonderful, in 1649 publilhcd De^ 
fenfio Regis. 

To this Milton was required to writ« 
a fafScient anfwer ; which he perfonned 
( 1651) in fuch a manner^thatHobbes de- 
clared himfelf unable todecide whofe lan- 
guage was beft, or whofe arguments were 
worft. In my opinion, Milton's periods 
are fmoother, neater, and more painted ; 
but he delights Kimfelf with teizing his 
adverfary as much as with confuting 
him. He makes a fooliih allufion of 

Salma- 
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$almafius, whofe do^brine , he. ca&ij&d^$ 
as ferv^k aad unmanly, to the ftce^afl 
Salmflcis^ which whoever' entere4. l<?£t 
half, his virility behiij4 him.. Sain^ju^ 
was a Frenchman, and was unhappily 
married to a fcold. Tu es Callus, ,fayd 
MiltQ9, J?/, «/ aimty n'mium gallinacm^* 
But his fupreme pleafure is to ^a;x, his 
adverfar}^, fo renowned for cKiuqifm, 
with, vitious I.atin* He opens ii\s bpok 
with telling that he h^s ufcd fsrjmay 
which, according to Milton, ;figmfia.s 
enly a Majk, in a fenfe not knpwjn to 
the Romans, by applying it as we appjty 
ferfoff^ But as Nemefis is alwa}'^ on 
the watch, it is memorable that.,heihias 
enforced the charge of a foleciljoi \]>y 
an expreffipn in itfelf grofsly foJeciflicaJ, 
e 4 when. 
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wben^foroiieaf thbfefuppofed blunders^ 
he fays, frtfpino ie granmia$ijth iuisr^ni^ 
landum. fromvapulo, which has a paffive 
icnfe^ vapulandtu can never be deiived. 
No man forgets his original trade : the 
tights of nations^ and of kings^ fink 
into queltions of grammar^ if gram* 
marians difcufs them* 

Milton when he undertook this an- 
iWer was weak of body, and dim of 
fight; but his will was forward, and 
what was wanting of health was fupplied 
bf zeal. He was rewarded with a thou*- 
fand pounds, and his book was much 
read; for paradox, recommended by 
fpirit and elegance, eafily gains attention; 
and he who told every man that he 
3 was 
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was )e^^} tQ his Iu»g^ wvJA k^idl^ 
want aa audience. . • ^ ' . ^ ^^ , ^Tj j^j 

That xh^' pcrforoiaoqc ojf Salp^u^; 
wafr net 4i(perfed with cquaj rapi^Jiy^* 
or read .with equal cagefnefe, ifk ve^j:^ 
crecfible*, He taught qnly the ftale4j?6r\ 
trine of rauthority, and . the UQpl|^i){)g^ 
duty of fubmifEon ; and he hadJbce{?. 
fo long, not only the .monarch butiihe 
tyrant of literature, that ahuoft all mai^*- 
kind were delighted to find him de^ed 
and infulted by a niw name, not yet qov^^ 
fidered as any one's rival. If Chrillina^ 
as is faidj commended the Defence qf^^ 
tie Pe^plcy her purpofe mufl: be to tor- 
m«n|: Salmafius, who was then at. her 
Court ; for qelther her civil ftatyxp nor 
her natual charafter could difpofe her to 

favour 
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favour the dodrine, who was hy birth 
a queen, and by temper defpotick* 

That Salmafius was, from the ap- 
pearance of Miltoh*s book, treated with 
negleA, there is not much proof ; but 
to a man fo long accuftomcd to admi- 
ration, a little praife of his antagonift 
would be fufficiehtly offenfive, and 
might incline him to leave Sweden, 

He prepared a reply, which, left a^ 
it was imperfcdt, was publilhed by his 
fon in the year of the ReftaUration- In 
the beginning,' being probably moll in 
pain for his Latinity, he endeavours to 
defend his ufe of the word perfona ; but, 
if I remember right, he mifles a better 
authority than any that he has found, 
that of Juvenal in his fourth fatire : 

^Quid 
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••^Qnid aga^' cum ditff & fbedior omni 
Criminc Per/ona eft? 
. As Salmafius reproached Milton with 
lofing his. eyes in the quarrel, Milton 
delighted himfclf with the belief that 
he had IhtMrtened Salmaiius's - life, and 
both perhaps with nwre malignity than 
reafon* Salmafius died at the Spa, Sept. 
3, 1653 ; and as controvertifts are com^ 
monly faid to be killed by their laft 
difp\3te, Milton was flattered with the 
credit of deftroying himr 

Croniwel had now difmiffed the parlia- 
ment by the authority of which he had de- 
ftroyed monarchy, and commenced mo- 
narch himfelf, under the title df pro- 
teflior, but with kingly and more than 
kingly power. That his authority was 

law* 
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lawful, nevejTwaspT'etjHMkii; he hiijrf?!/ 
founded his right only in ji^ceiSly ;/biit 
MiltQ% b^viijg pow tailed the hmeyoi 
puMi^ employment, wo^jld.wt return 
to hunger and philofophy, but, conti-» 
BUipg to ex^rT^ife his office under a ma- 
i^^fgft ^fiirpffction, betrayed, to his power 
t^a^lilfjfSty, which he^.had defended,' 
'N^t]^IUg;/?an bjc more juft than that re- 
bellion fhouiid end in flavery ; that he, 
4^ko ha4i^S^d the murder of his king, 
'jfpriiRme a^ w.hich to him feemcd un- 
A§W;fulS'.flv?Mld now fell his fervices, and 
^li^jfl^tteries,, to a. tyrant, of whom it 
jftjg^' evident that he could do nothing 
Jfe>«ful.i _ . i 

^. pH^ had now been blind for fonie 

years; but his vigour of intellect was 

f fuch, 
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fvkch, thac h^^M fMt '^{fabled to dif* 
charge bis ^tiffic^5 of <6n!cinife his con- 
troyerfies. His mind was too eager to 
be diverted, and too ftrong to be fub* 
dued. 

About this time his firft wife died in 
chiWbed, having left him three daugh» 
ters. As he probably did ne* much 
love her, he did not long continue the 
appearance of lamenting her ; but after 
' a fliort time married Catlierine, the 
daughtei' of one captain Woodcock of 
Hackney ; a woman doubdefs educatsed 
in opinions like his own* She died 
within a year, of childbirth, or fome 
diftemper that followed k; and her huf* 
band has honoured her memory With a 
poor fonnct. 

The 
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-• Tfe« firft.Rfepiy to Mihm's D(0nji» 
l?f?/«/i. was-publiflied iny^&^ii, called 

€mtraJoAafmis Bdypragmatici (/tlias Mil* 
imi) iefinfmnem dejlrudivam Regis &? 
Popuiii Of this ; the author was not 
Itnown.; b«t. Milton and his nephew Phw 
lips, VKider whofe name he publilhed 
an anfwer fo much corre<3:ed by him 
thkt it might be called his. own, im- 
puted it to Bramhal ; and, knowing him 
no fnend to regicides, thought them- 
felves at liberty to treat him as if they 
h&d known \yhat they only fufpefted. 
.. Next year appeared Regit Sanguinis 
clamor -ad CaluTfu Of this the author was 
Peter du Moulin, who was afterwards 
prebendary of Canterbury ; but Morus, 

' or 
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cr MoTCf a»Fretich mimiktt, liaving the 

care of its publicatiDn^ iwas treated ^% 

the writer by «Milton^ ja Eia Defenfto ,«$d^ 

o^j^ and overwhelmed byfuch.viQ* 

lence of invedtive, that he began to 

flirink under the tempeft, and gave his 

perfecutors the, means of knowing the 

true author.. Du Moulh was noW' in 

great danger; but Milton's, pride ope* 

rated againft his malignity, .and both .he 

and his friends were more.willing thai; 

Du Moulin ihould efcape than that, fap^ 

ihould be convidted of miftake. 

In this fecond Defence he fliews that 
his eloquence is not merely fatiric?al; 
the rudenefs of his invedtive is equalled 
by the groflhefs of his flattery. " De- 
^' ferimur, Cromueile, tu folus fuperes> 

" ad 
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<<virtuti cedattttts x^^n&i^ ' iMtiSM^vel 

^ lis ipfe fcdndi^s ^ fibii qua&it, ^' aur d%-^ 
^^4^k»i con^eflbs'Jftvidet^ BUt ncm 1mcl<- 
^ lig^t'mhil eflfe 40 ^fecietace h6aiintim 
^ magis vel X)ite' gratum, viel ratfoni 
** Ctonfefitancum, iefle' in civiftate nihTl 
^ aequius^ nihil utilius^ quam |)6ti44 
^^ rerum digtiiffimtiin. Eum te agne«^ 
*^ fount bm&es^ Cromuelle^ ea tB-*civi& 
*^ maxinaus et * gloriofiffiinus, dux^tib- 
^* Iki coniHt!^ exerckuum fertiflimoruin 

* It may be doubted whether ghfriofijjimus be 
here ufed with Millon's boafted purity. Res gloriofa 
18 an iUuJlrious things hut vir glario/'us 19 commonly 
a hraggarty as iH mksgl^hfus. 

'' im- 
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or mt^p .elegapti; : fl^t^efy-. ,^t A tr^aflation 

U Jk^jattaki.^l^7^a>Hii|giexpt>fed the 
|ii]^il^lii$ft <ir; i^l^Pin^:^ of. the .for- 
njexigpyerjuiaeutj: ^^^ ^-p:^ kfj:./' fyy% 
Afcitt>p, ^^Ff?,:♦ur§}vcS;}i:t^;ivhole xia* 
V uonal i»ter^ ,f(&ll mto ,ypur ka^ds, 
*^ ^d fybiifts mypur abilitieSjH. To your 
^^yhtxxCj ^^oxrei^ow^xii^ and t xeiiillcfs^ 
« every man gives way, except fpme 
^^ who, without equal qualifications, 
•*^ aljpire to equal honours, or who envy 
^^ the diftin^ions of picrit^ greater than 
f *^ their 
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^* thdr own ; or Wko hfiVe yet to l^^rn, 
*< thatifa tkccoalilttonof human foitety 
^^ nothing is m^ ptedfing to God, '^f 
/f liWMfe i^ceable to reafon, thfen that 
*idic Jiighcft ifaiiM-flstould have the 
%fovereign power. ' Such, 'Slr> naiic 
^*^yo«i by g^ieraP coijfeflfon; fuch ate 
'^'ttfc things atchkvcd by i^xtykht 
^* greateft and moft glorious of -Mt 
" countrymen, the direftorof o*tf pub^ 
*^ lick ^ounfels, the leader of unooiw 
"<* quered armies^ the father ^f your 
^^ country; ifor by that title does ^*^ry 
"^^ good man hail you, with £nt;efe and 
^^ voluntary praifci" 

Next yearj, having defended all 4hit 
wanted defehce, lie found leJfure to de- 
fend himfclf. He undertook his own 
4 vindi- 
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yiodicaticn againil .More^ whom, lie de^* 
ckur^aiahis tide*- to be juftly called .lire 
a^tbor ,of t4ie R^ Sangtiim clamor. In 
this there is so want of vehemeaQe no^ 
€lpqu€flce, nor does be forget bis wQnte4 
wit. , ^* MoriR es ? ah Mopxus ?. ,m 
fSutenqpe id^m ^cftr*' . He theft rei- 
^ni^s that il^riAfia- Latin for a MuU 
boafry4tree^ a|id'4iint^ at th/eJoiowa trans- 
foriinaitmv; 

.^ J ^.uj • — JPoma alba ferebat 
I > .Qua^ poft nigra tulit^Morus. . 
With this pieqe ended his controvetfies j 
i»{|d he fpCHn this time gave himfelf i^p to^ 
his private ftndies and his civil eoaploy- 
We»t. 

As fecfetary to the Prdtedor ^hc i* 

ftuppofed to have written the Dcclara- 

f z tion 
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tion '^1 the reafon$ fovdt war with Spianw 
His agency: wa$ ponfidered as of great 
importance; for wh«n a treaty with 
Sv^ciden was aiftfiilly.^fufpenckdj the de- 
lay! w;as publicMy imputed tQ Mr. Mil-^ 
tOi^'s^ indifpofiticn.; /and. the Swedill> 
agent was provoked to exprefs his won-r 
tier, that' only one* man' in England 
jcould write Latin, and that man biiad;, . 
. Being now forty^feven. years old, «nd 
feeing hitnfelf difencumbered fro.tn (ex- 
ternal interruptions, he ieems^ to ii^ve 
recolleded his former purpofes, and 
planned three great works for his future 
employment. An epick poem, the hiC- 
tory of his country, and a diftionaiy Xjf 
the Latiji tongvK-. 

■ ' To 
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'" f iT'cblli^a' a didionarf feiems a Worfe 
of "-aa d^hers feaft^^pi^aftltaWe ih^a ifeti 
#* blindtrfefs, beciaufe it depends tqjdrt 
petpetiial atsd' miritttei infpe&ibri ahd-ettfi 
latiAi. '^^Nor \wuia Mittdii f)^^^!^}^ 
h^e'begUii it> after he had^-foflr frJi 
eyes; buf, having bad it always* bbfotd 
hfert^^ hfc continued ir^ fays Y\A\\^fiiU 
vi(fft:tb' his dyitig-^ayr but phe papyri nv^rd 
fa ii/idiffpojki and deficient ,. that ibey couUl 
ti6t 'h fitted for ihe prejs. The.<c<:>m^ 
pilers' of the Latin didllonary,' printed 
aftcpw^rdfe at Cambridge^ had the wfe 
of threm in three folios 5 but what^wa^ 
Aeir fate aftecwatds is not knowrn^ ^ 
* To compile a hiftory froniF v^riom 
authors, when they can only be -coniuked 
]^ other eyes, is not eafy,. norpoffible^bui 
f 3 with' 
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vnxh more ikrlfiil and attcntiTc kelp 
dum can be commoofy obtained i and 
it was probably tHe diftculty of Cdn- 
folting and comparing that flopped Mil** 
ton V narrative at the Gonqueft; a pe- 
riod at which afiairs were not yet very, 
inoricate^ nor authoi's very numeroyia. 

For the fubjed of his epick ppein> 
after mtuch deliberaticMi, hng cbtf/mg^ 
and beginning laie^ he fixed . upon Para^ 
dife Loft*y a defign fo comprehei^fiAe) 
that it -could be juftified only by fui:- 
cefs. He had c»ice defigned to cele- 
brate king Arthur, as appears • from his 
verfes to Manfus; but Arthur, was r$* 
ferved, fays Fenton, to another deftiny. 

It appears, by feme Iketchcs of po^ti- 
asX projeds left in m»Bfci^% and to 

be 
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le^ feen ki a libiary at Cambridgej' that 
he had digefted Ixis thoughts' oa. this 
fubjeflr into, one of thofe wild^ dsamas 
which- were anciently calfedMyHftrlcs;, 
and Philips had fa^en what he temI8^paa:t 
^ a'tragedy,, beginning with the firft ten. 
lines of Satan!s addrefs to the Sun* 
Thefe myfteriea. confift. of allegorical 
perfofis ;, fuch BS^Jufii^^ Mer^y ialth.. 
Of the tragedy m myftery oi Patadift 
Loft ^ere ate two plans :. 

The Perfons^. The Perfons* 

Michael.. Mofcs*. 

Chorus of Atagels*. Divme Jufl:icc,Wif- 

• Heavenly LoTw:e.. dom. Heavenly 

Lucifer. Love. 

Adam,"l with the The Evening Star, 

Eve, /Serpent. .Hcfperu^. 

; Con--. f4; Con- 
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OonfcUmfc. ' ' • 'Chorus of Angelte, 

I^titthi' .■ • .;v,-,r .■;3Lttci£cr.- •■>;•..• ,■ 

^}caef§^ ( .,- Eye. , ,. . 
Difcontent, '^ Mmcs. Confcicnce. 

with otherS;^ I ^. - / ^ I 

•Faiths ' ^ ' T ) Mates. 

* ^^ \ Ignorajice, ^ 

Hopt- . ^ ^ ^Fear, 

Charity. • Death, 

• "Faith* 

HopCa 

Charity,. 



ranee, f 



Taradife tojt^ . 

The' Perfons^' 

.Mqfes, Tff^syi^H^ recounting how he 

affumed his true body ; that it corrupts 

»ot,. becaufc. it is with God in the 

mount ; declares the like of Enoch and 

.GooQPiah; 
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Rebating what.llaould be^ 
come of man, if he filli 



Eliah*; befides. ibe purity of the.plaop^ 
that certain putkr miids, dews and clo^s^ } 
prcferve it from corruption ^ whence >cbn 
horts to the fight 'of God;-. tcH^, -^they* 
cannot fee Adam, in the ftate of' inno-* 
cence,.'by reafoa of their fin*. ; 

Juftfee^ 

Mercy^ 
Wifdcto,, 

Chorus of Angels fihging a hymn of the 
Creation* 

ACT H. 

Heavenly Love* 

Evening Stpin ^ 

Chorus fing the marriage-fbng, and'de-- 
fcribe Paradife.. • • 

A C'T 

i > >, .. •....;• -.MA} 
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^uctfer^ contriving Adam's nib. 
Chorus fe«r9 for Adam^ and relates luiMi^ 
fcr*s rebdlion and fall. 
A C T IV. 



e1?}^*- 



Confcicnce cites them to God's ^xami^ 

nation. 
Chorus bewaib, an4 tell* the gaod 

Adam has loft.. 

A C T V. 
Adam and Eve driven out of Paradife^ 

— — prefented by au angel with. 
Labour,Grief, Hatred, En-> • . , 

vy. War, Famine, Pefti-/ 

lence, Sicknefs, Difcon- .1 l^ute^^. 

^^t->. Ignorance, Fear^l 

Death, 
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^ whom he gives their names* Liker' 
wife Winter, Heat>Tempeft, &c^ 

Faith, 1 

comfort him> and infirudt 

^°P^' f him. 
CSiarity, 

Chorus briefly concludes.. 

Such was Ms fixildefign, which could 
Ji4Ve produced only an allegory, or myf- 
tcry.. 'The following iketch feems.to 
jbave attained mere maturity, . 

Adam unparadifed : . 

TSic angel Gabriel, citherdefcending ^ 
or entering j , Ihewing, fince this globe 
Vas created, his frequency as much on . 
€iarth as in, heaven: defcribes Pairadife* 
Next^ the Chorus, fliewi&g the re^fon 

of 
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of his coming to keep his watich in Pa-- 
radlfe/after Lucifer*s rebellion/ hf com- 
mand from God ; and withal expreffihg 
l&is defire to fee' and know more concern^ 
ing this excellent new creature, 'man. 
Tlie angel Gabriel, as by his name, fig- 
nifying a prince of power, tracing "Para- 
dife with a more free office,' pafles by 
the ftation of the Chorus, and, defired 
by them, relates what he knew of mtiiv; 
as the creation of Eve, wkh their low 
and marriage After this^^ Lucifer ap- 
pears, after his overthrow; bemoans- 
hhriielf, feeks revenge on man. *l*he 
fchorus prepare refiftance at his firft 
approach. At laft, after difcourfe of 
enmity on cither fide, h^ departs ;- wKere- 
at the Chorus fings of the battle and 

vido- 
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Ti^ry in heaven, againft him and his 
accomplices : as before, after the firfl: 
ad, was fung a hymn of the creation. 
Here agdn may appear Lucifer, relating 
and iafulting ia what he had done to 
riie deftrudion -of mao. Man 'next, and 
Ev6 having by this time hcenfeducxd 
by the Serpent, appears > conftifedly co- 
vered with icaws.. Confcicude, ia a 
(hape, .accuferf him; Juftice clres.him 
\o the place whither Jehovah called for 
him-. In 4iie- mean while, the Chorus 
cMertains the ilage, and is informed by 
fome angel the manner of the.FalL 
Herfi the ChorUs bcfwails Adam's fall ; 
Adam then and Eve return ; accufe one 
another; but efpeciaUy Adam 4ays the 
blame to Ijiis wife; is flubborn in his of« 

fence. 
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.&ac6* Juffice appears^ .zrafons mtthr 
him, conTimBes.iikn* ' The Chorus ad'K 
noniiheth Adam, and fai^s Mm beware 

: hsKifa^^ example /of JmpeBitdDce. Tlwt 

^ angel is fenti to bsoixih daiem out qf Pa*^ 
tadiib ; iiut beforei caLuks*tai pais before 
1^18 eyes^ in Shapes, a maik of all the 
evils 'of this life and .tvorid* He is 

. hunibkd, relents, defpairs^^ at iafl apK 
pears Mer(gr, (tomfortsl hrniy ^prooofires 

^eM^ah:;. then calls in Faith, Hope,* 
and Charity ; infiru^ him^ < h&repm!^, 
give&<7od the ^boty,f&bimts td hia.pfi^ 
nalty. The' Chorus briefly omcludasi 
Compare thb with the Avrnkt'dms^U^^. 

Thefe 4re ^ nrery impetfeft rudiHieQtt 
<]£ Farud^e J^.; but it is pleafiuit .to 

fc€ 
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&e ^gmt Mnorks; m tfaeir ftthinal &mt^ 
pMgnant.wkk &tent poffitalittef of exif. 
^«elierace\;. . nor cctuld these be dby moot 
^%ht£iil YntertadnmaM: than; tp trucq 
tli^k gradual growdi xnd eKptnfioii|. 
and- to lobsfeive how duey af eihhietiiimi 
iiiddeniy ^a;diraiicecl by aeoidentai hiiits^ 
smd fometimes ilowly improved by ifaaadj|[ 
meditiMSon. 

Invtti^iioa hi almdft lite cmlyl fiteiaaegr 
Ji^^oAir 4)«i»cfi Uiadnefs cannot obfbudt^ 
and theretee^&e naturally fdacod* la^ 
ibfitude by (the kidiulgeiice of' lus £Hicy^ 
and the^nclody^df iiis-^iunbeni, : He JadMi 
done what hs knQw^ te^/be neceflkilj^ 
previous to poejical eacellence ; he had 
souie himleff acquainted wkhrjieihly 
^arts Mii^affairri >his comprehenficm waa 

ex* 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



^d Mr r*L T a Wf 

excctideM \pf' ymoM kciowfedge^ . and 
Ills memcHJJrJSdared with tntelle&ual trea^ 
fonB«»' He n^'as &illbt in maoy Idn- 
gsu^es, ainddiad' by teading tad com^ 
pafidotn attained die full ttnifieiy-of his 
09^1. He:, would' have twmted lilths 
lidpfrdcn books, had lier>';ihlsaiiled the 
power o£ pemfag. them. ■ . - : ^ 

^t while his greater defigni*cre ad* 
vaadng, havingtnow^ like (man^^her 
authors^ dat^he th^lovebf^fv&iicfttioti^ 
keamuifed bimfelf^ as:hec^^i]d9 ^w^tk 
little prbduStiQiH^ He isnt Jto^tbe pcei^ 
(1658) a .madufcript of .Raleigb^ callied 
the Cabinet Qmncil; and neict^year ^ra< 
l»fied his malevolence to the clergy^ by 
a trMtiJk of Cml Power in £cci4fi^Jiicd 

sCaJiip 
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coo&ramed ,•$0. tefiga r tbci fyAem ,of^ex^ 
tehtporar}^ government, which liad^bcttft^ 

l^id tc^odwr onlyj by . fiw?oc, Mturally^i 
fell iiiito fragments; twheii/thaf foccc i^i 
taken away ; andiMilton fawJbimfelf and; 
hb:x:aufe in -equal danger* But >he:iifad 
ftilKhiDpei of dokig fomcthiog. He^ wrtwte.^ 
letttrrs, which: Toland has publilhcdyito-: 
fuck men. as he thought friends to thfti 
nesKT <commonweadtli } aad even in thr. 
year of the Reftoration \vsi. bated no jot of. 
hearft or ifpCy hut was faxtfiaitical enough.': 
to think that the.* oationr^ agitated as^it ; 
was, might be fettl6d by.,a pamphlet,* 
called A ready and eajy Way to ejtablijh a 
g Free 
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^l^ree CommonweaUh i whrch w^, how^ 
ever, enough confidered to be both fcv 
xioufly and ludicrou% anfwered. 

The obftinate enthufiafm of the com*- 
monwealthmen was very remarkable; 
When the king was apparently return- 
ing, Harrington, with a few affociates 
;is fanatical as bimfelfy. ufcd to meet, 
with all the gravity of political impor- 
tance, to fettle an equal government by 
rotation ; and Milton, kicking when he 
could flrike no longer, was foolifli 
enough to publifli, a few weeks before 
the Reftoration, Notes upon a fermon 
preached by one Griffiths, intituled, Tbg 
Fear of God and the King. To thefe notes 
an anfwer was written by L^Eftrange^ 
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in a pamphlet petulantly cdlltdNo Hind 
^uides^ 

But whatever Milton could write, <«• 
men of greater adtivlty could do, th€ 
,king was now evidently approaching 
with the irrefiftible approbation of the 
people. He was therefore no longer 
fecretary, and was confequently obliged 
to quit the houfc which he held by his 
office ; and, proportioning his fenfe of 
danger to his opinion of the importance 
of his writings, thought it convenient 
to feek fome Ihelter, and hid himfelf 
for a time in Bartholomew Clofe by 
Weft Smithfield. 

I cannot but remark a kind of refpedt, 

perhaps unconfcioufly, paid to this great 

man by his biographers : every houfe 

g a in 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



84 MILTON., 

in which he refided is hiftorically men- 
tioned, as if it were an injury to negledfc 
naming any place that he honoured by 
his prefence. 

The king, with lenity of which the 
world has had perhaps no other exam- 
ple, declined to be the judge or aven- 
ger of his own or his father's wrongs ; 
and promifed to admit into the Aft of 
Oblivion all, except thofe whom the 
parliament fliould except ; and the par- 
liament doomed none to capital punilh- 
,ment but the wretches who had imme- 
diately co-operated in the murder of the 
king. Milton was certainly not one of 
them ; he had only juftified what they 
had done. 

This 
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This juftification was indeed fuffi 
ciently oiFenfive ; and (June 16) an or- 
der was iflued to feize Milton^s Defence, 
and Go6}N\x\^%Obftru^ors ofjujlicey ano- 
ther book of the fame tendency, and 
burn them by the common hangman. 
The attorney-general was ordered to pro- 
fecute the authors ; but Milton was notf 
feized, nor perhaps very diligently pur- 
fued. 

Not long after (Auguft 19) the flut- 
ter of innumerable bofoms was Hilled 
by an aft, which the king, that his 
mercy might want no recommendation 
of elegance, rather called an aSl of obli^ 
vion than oi grace* Godwin was named, 
with nineteen more, as incapacitated for 
g 3 any 
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any publick truft ; but of Milton there 
was no exception. 

Of this tendernefs iliewn to Milton, 
the curiofity of mankind has not for- 
bom to enquire the reafon. Burnet 
thinks he was forgotten; but this is 
another inflance which may confirm Dal- 
rymple's obfervation, who fays, " that 
** whenever Burnet's narrations are exa- 
*^ mined, he appears to be miftaken/' 

Forgotten he was not ; for his prafc- 
cution was ordered ; it muft be there- 
fore by defign that he was included in 
the general oblivion. He is faid to have 
had friends in the Houfe, fuch as Mar- 
vel, Morrice, and Sir Thomas Clarges ; 
and undoubtedly a* man like him muft 
have had influence. A very particular 
6 ftory 
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flory of his efcape is told by Richardfon 

in his Memoirs, which he received 

from Pope, as delivered by Ketterton, 

-who might have heard it from Dave- 

nant, lu the war between the king and 

jiarliamcnt, Davenant wriS made pri- 

foner, and condemned to die^ but was 

fpared at the requeft of Milton, When 

the .turn of fuccefs brought Milton 

iato the like danger, Davenant repaid 

the benefit by appearing in his favour. 

Here is a reciprocation of geijerofity and 

gratitude fo pleafing, that the tale makes . 

its own way to credit. But if help were 

wanted, I know not where to find it. 

The danger of Davenant i^ certain from 

his own relation ; but of his efcape there 

S« no account. Betterton's narration can 

g4 he 
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be- traced no higher; it is hot known 
that he had it from Davenant. We arc 
told that the benefit exchanged was life 
for life ; but it feems not certain that 
Milton's life ever was in danger. God- 
mn, who had committed the fame kind 
of crime, efcaped with incapacitation ; 
and as- exclufion from publick truft is a 
puniftiment which the power of govern* 
ment can commonly inflidt without the 
help of a particular law, it required na 
great intereft to exempt Milton from a 
cenfure little more than verbaL Some- 
thing may be reafonably afcribed to ve- 
neration and compaflion ; to veneration 
of his abilities, and compaffion for his 
diftrefles, which made it fit to forgive 
his malice for his learning* He was* 

now 
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now poor and blind; and who wcmld^ 
purfue with violence an ilhiftrious cnc# 
my, deprefled by fortune, and difarmcd 
by nature ? 

The publication of the aft of obli'* 
vion put him in the fame ccMidition with 
his fellow-fubjcfts. He was, however, 
upon fome pretence not now fcnowia, ba^ 
the cuftody of the ferjeant in Decern*' 
ber ; and, when he was rcleafed, upoit 
his refufal of the fees demanded, he 
and the ferjeant were called before the 
Houfe. He was now fafc within the 
fliade of oblivion, and knew himfclf to 
be as much out of the power of a 
griping officer as any other man,^ How 
the queftion was determined is not 
known- Milton would hardly have con- 
tended. 
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tended, but that he knew himfelf t» 
have right on his iide* 

He then removed to Jewin-ftreet, 
near Alderfgate-ftreet ; and being blind, 
and by no means wealthy, wanted a 
domeftick companion and attendant^ 
and therefore, by .the Tecommendation 
of Dc. Paget, married Elizabeth Min- 
ihul, of a gentleman's family in Che- 
ftiire, pf obably witlwut a fortune. All his 
wives were virgins ; for he has declared 
rfiat he thought it grofs and indelicate? 
to be a fecond hufband,: upon what 
other principles his choice was made, 
cannot now be known; but marriage 
afforded not much of his happincfs* The 
firft wife left him in difguft, and was 
brought back jonly by terror : the fe- 

cond. 
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cond, indeed, feems to have been more 
a favourite ; but her life was ftiort. The 
third, as Philips relates, oppreffed his 
children in his life-time, and cheated 
them at his death. 

Soon after his marriage, according to 
an obfcure ftory, he was offered the con- 
tinuance of his employment ; and being 
preffed by bis wife to accept it, an- 
fwcred, ^^ You, like other women, want 
" to ride in your coach ; my wilh is to 
^ live and die an boneft man." If he 
confidered the Latin fecr^etary sls exer^ 
cifing any of the powers of government, 
he that had fhared authority either with 
the parliament or Cromwel, might have 
forborn to talk very loudly of his ho- 
neftys and if he thought the oifice 

pure- 
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purely minifterial, he certainly might 
have honellly retaiHcd it under the king. 
But this tale has too little evidence to 
dcferve a difquifition ; large offers and 
llurdy rejediions are among the mod 
common topicks of falfehood. 

He had fo much either of prudence 
or gratitude, that he forbore to difturb 
the new fettlement with any of his poli- 
tical or ecclefiaftical opinions,, and from 
this time devoted himfelf to poetry and 
literature. Of his zeal for learning, in' 
all its parts, he gave a proof by pub- 
lilhing, the next year (1661) Accidence 
cojiimenced Grammar ; a little book which 
has nothing remarkable, but that its au- 
thor, who had been lately defending 
the fupreme powers of his country, aiid 

was 
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was then writing Paradife Loji^ could 
defcend from his elevation to refcue 
children from the perplexity of gram- 
matical confuiion, and the trouble of 
leffons unneceffarily repeated. 

About this time Elwood the quafeer 
being recommended to him, as one who 
would read Latin to him, for the ad- 
vantage of his converfation ; attends 
ed him every afternoon, except on 
Sundays. Milton, who, in his letter to 
Hartlib, had declared, that to read La^ 
tin with an Englijh moujh is as ill a hear-* 
ing as Law French^ required that El- 
wood fliould learn and pradife the Ita- 
lian pronunciation, which, he faid, was 
neceffary, if he would talk with fo- 
reigners. This feems to have been a 

taik 
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taik troublefome without ixfe. There is 
little rcafoffi for preferring the Italian 
pronunciation to our own, except that 
it is more general ; and to teach it to 
an Englilhman is only to make him a 
foreigner at home. He who travels, if 
he fpeaks Latin, may fo foon learn tht 
founds which every native gives it, that 
he need make no provifion before his 
journey ; and if flrangers vifit us, it is 
their buiinefs to praftife fuch conformi* 
ty to our modes as they expeft from us 
in their own countries. El wood com- 
plied with the diredtions, and improved 
himfelf by his attendance ; for he re- 
lates, that Milton, having a curiou's ear, 
knew by his voice when he read what 
he did not underftand, and would flop- 

him. 
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him, and apen the mf^ dtfficidi paf* 
fages. 

In a fliort time he took a houfe in tlm 
jiriillery Walky leading to Bunhill Fields •; 
the mention of which concludes the rc- 
gifter of Miltcm^s removals and habita- 
tions.^ He lived longer in this place 
than in any other. 

He was now bufied by Paradife Lojl. 
Whence he drew the original defign hat 
been varioufly conjectured, by men who 
cannot bear to think themfelves igno* 
rant of that which, at laft, neither dili-* 
gence nor fagacity can difcover. Some 
find the hint in an Italian tragedy ; VoU 
taire tells a wild and unauthorifed ftory 
of a farce feen by Milton in Italy, 
which opened thus : Lf / ibe Rainbow be 

the 
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the Fiddle/lick of the Fiddle of Heqvpt. 
It has been already fliewn, that th$ firft 
conception was of a tragedy or my fiery, 
not of a narrative, but a dramaticjk work, 
which he is fuppofed to have begun to 
reduce to its prefent form about the 
time (1655) when he iiniflied his difputc 
with the defenders of the king. 

He long before had promifed to 
adorn his native country by fome great 
performance, while, he had yet perhaps 
no fettled de^gn, and was ftimulated 
only by fuch expedations as naturally 
arofe from the furvey of his attain- 
ments, and the confcioufnefs of his^ 
powers. What he fliould undertake, it 
was difficult to determine. He was long 
ehujingy and began late. 

3 While 
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Vm^ ht was obliged to divide his' 
time between his private ftudies and af* 
faiw of ftate^ hts poetical labour muft' 
have bfeen often interrupted ; and ' per- 
haps he did little more in that bufy 
time than conftru^ the narrative, adjuft' 
the epiifodes, proportion the parts, ac- 
cumulate images and fentiments, and 
treafiirc In his memory, or preferve'in' 
writilig, fiich hints as books or medita- 
tion would fupply. Nothing particu- 
lar- is 'kft6w« of his intelledlual ope- 
*ritioi» while hewas a ilatefman; for^ 
having every help and accommodation at 
jiand, he had no need of uncohimon 
expedients* 

Bi^in^ driven ^from all pubKct fta- 

tlsxis^ he is. yet too great not to be 

h traced 
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traced by curlofity to his retircpient; 
where he has been found by Mr* Richard— 
fon, the fondefl of his admirers, 'fitting. 
iff ore ' his door in a grey ccat of' 
coarfe cloth ^ in warm Jultry weather^ to^ ' 
enjoy the frejh air ; audfoy as well as in 
his own room, receiving tbevifits of feople 
of dijlingiiijhed parts as well as quality.. 
His vifiters of high quality mufl now be 
imagined to be few; but men of parts 
might reafonably court the conyerfatipa' . 
of a man fo generally illuftrious, that ; 
fpr^igners, are reported, by Wood, to- 
have vifited the houfe in Bread^reet 
where he was born. 

According to another account, he >j^a», 
feen in a fmall houfe, neatly owugh 
drejfed in black chaths^ fitting' in 4 rooirt ^ 

... , hung 
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huHg^ith Yijijly green \ pale hut not cada* 
vtrcusy with chalkjimes in bis bandf. He . 
faid^thjab if it were not for ike gout ^ his^ 
blindntfs would ke tolerable^ 

In the intervals of his pain, being made 
unable to ufe the common cxercifcs^ he 
ufed to fwing in a chair, and foiticrimcs 
played upon an organ. 

He was now confefledly and Yifibiy 
employed upon his poem, of which the 
prOgrefs might be noted by thofe with 
whom he was familiar ; for he was 
obliged, when he had compofed as many 
lines ias his memory would cooYeniently 
retain, to emplby fome friend in writing 
them, having, at leaft for part of the 
time, no regular attendant. This gave 
opportunity to obfervatlons and reports* 
I ■ • * ha Mr. 
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Miv Philips obferves, that thc» 
was a v/ery remarkable circumftanee in 
the comppfure of P^radife Lfifi^ ** which 
** I have a partieolar reafon/' fays he, 
*^'to rerpember; for wfcefeas L had the 
*^ pccufal of it from the very begin- 
*^ ning, f^ f<Mne..y«ars, as I, went from 
*^ time to time to vi(it him, in. parcel* 
*' of ten, twenty, or thirty verfcs at a 
^« time (which^ being written by what-' 
« /ever hand came next^ might poffibljr 
^.< want corre<9:ion as to the orthography 
" and pointing), having, as the Summer' 
*^ came on^ not been ihewcd any {<x a 
** eonfidetable while; and defiring the* 
*^ reafon thereof, was anfwered, that hiff« 
<« vein never happily flowed but from 
^ the Autumnal Equinox tothe Yemal ;- 
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^;atid that whatever he attemptfed st 
^^ other times was never to his fatisfac- 
*^ tion^ though he courted his fancy 
•*^ti^er fo miKh ; fo that, in all the 
^* years hq was aboiit this poem, he maEjr 
<*be faid to have fpent half his tirrife 
;^^ therein/" 

Upon this relation Toland refnarks,. 
•th«t in his opinion Philips has miftaketi 
the time of the year ; for Milton, in hi^ 
Elegies, '<ldtkres that with the advance. 
<jf the Spring he -fdels the increafe of 
iiU tpo^idA fov^e, redeunt in carminh 
n^ire^u ^4> this it -is anfwered, that Phi- 
fipt ic6«ild tefrHly miftake time fo w^l 
ffisltke^j ted it mi^ybe added, that Mil- 
«& rtiigktaiid Aifli^fc'ftt times 6f the year 
hiwrn^lQ ^ .different p^rt^ of life. 
h 3 Mr. 
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Mr. Richardfon conceives it impoffiblfc 
ttiztjuch a 'workjhould befufpendedforJiK 
months^ or for one* It may go on fftfitr or 
Jlower^ but it 4nujk go on* By what ne* 
ceffity it muft <:ontinually go on, or 
why it might not be kid afide -and re- 
fumed, it is not eafy to difcover* 

This dependance of «the foul upon 
the feafons, thofe 4:emporary and periodi- 
cal ebbs and flows of intelled:, may, I 
flippofe, juftly be derided as the fumes 
of vain imagination. Sapiens dotnina* 
iitur Mjlris. The author that thinks 
himfelf weather*bound will find, with a 
dittle help from hellebore^ that lie ig 
only idle or exhaufted* But while this 
notion has poflefiion of the heady it pror 
duevi the inability which it Cvkffoit^ 
^, 6 . Our 
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'^ur powers owe much of their energy 

-to our hopes ; poffuni qtdapoffi vi<lentur. 

When fuccefs feems attainable, diligence 

is enforced; but when itis admitted that 

the faculties <x^ fupprfeffed by a crofe 

wind, or a cloudy fky, the day is given 

up without refiftance ; for who can con- 

<GtA with the courfe of Natwe-? 

From fucb prepoffcfiions Miltoff feems 
-not to have been free» There prevailed 
in his time an o^pinion that the world 
was in its-decay, and that we have had 
the misfortune to be produced in .the 
decrepitude of Nature. It was fufpefted 
that the whole creation langxfiihed, that 
neither trees nor animals had the height 
or bulk of their i>redeceirors, and that 
every thing was daily finking in gradual 
\^ h 4 diipi- 
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diminuti<Mi. Milton appear? tafu^dft 
that fouls partake of the general dege«< ^ 
neracy, and is not without fome fear, 
that his book is to be written in an agir 
too late for heroick poefy* 

Another opinion wanders about the 
world, and fometimes finds reception 
among wife men; an opinion that re* 
jftrains the operations of the mind to par* 
ticular regions, and fuppofcs that a luck* 
lefs mortal may be born in a degree of 
latitude too high or too low for wifdom 
or for wit. From this fancy, wild 
as it is, he b^d not wholly cleared his 
heaid, when he feared left ;the climatt 
^ his country might be 4w cold for 
ffights of iniagiaatiod. . 

Into 
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fJEntx^arinuid already occupied by'fuch 
fancies^ another not more reafonabte 
tnight eafily find its way. He that 
could fear left his geniiis bad fallen- 
Bpon too old a world^.or too chill a cli- 
mate, might confiftently magnify to him- 
&lf the influences of the feafons, and 
:bdiev« hi» faculties to- be v^orOus only 
half the.year^ 

His fubraijfl&cm to the ftafons was at 
leaft more reafonable than hisdiieadof 
decaying nature, or t frigid- zone ; for 
general taofes operate uniformly in ^ge^ 
neral abatement df mental power : if le& 
could beperfbrined by the writer, lefe 
Itkewife would content the lodges of his 
work. Among this Jagging raoe of frofty" 
grovoUers he^might ftiil ^kave rifen intd 
z cmi- 
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■eminence, by producing fomething whiclr 
they Jhould not wiUingly Ut^die. How^ 
-ever inferior to the heroes who were 
torn in better ages, he might ftill be 
^eat among his contemporaries, with 
jhe hope of growing every day greater 
in the dwindle of pofterity. He might 
Tftill be ;the giant of the pygmies, the 
one-eyed monarch of the blind. 

Of his .artifices of fludy, or parttcu- 
-lar hoursi of Qompofition, we have littie 
^acpount, \aiji.d there was perhaps little to 
te t;old. Richardfon, who feems to have 
^een very, diligent in his enquiries, but 
^ifcpvers always a wifli to .find Mikoa 
4ifcrimiAa|:^ from Qther men, relates, 
that " he would fometimes lie awaie* 
^^ whole nigh% . l?ut not a ve|-fe' could 

' « he 
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^* he make ; and on a fudden his poeti- 
••* cal faculty would ruih upon him with 
'^^ an impetusy or csfirum, and hh daugh- 
^* ter was immediately called to fecure 
** what came. At other times he would 
^^ diftate perhaps forty lines in a breath, 
-** and then reduce them to half the 
^* number^*' 

Thefe burfts of light, and involu- 
tions of darknefs; thefe tranfieht and 
involuntary ^xcurfions and retrocelEons 
of invention, having fome appearance 
of deviation from the common train ^f 
Mature, ar-c eagerly caught by the lovers 
of a wonder. Yet fomething of tht^ 
^equality ha^ppens t6 every man in every 
mode of exertion,' manual or mentat# 
The mech^iick cannot handle his ham* 

jmer 
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liii^r and his file at all times Mntk »)tia! 
dexterity; there -are hours, be ioxows not 
wiy, when its hand is out., By Mr^ 
RichardiiMi'iai relation, c^ftmlly <:cmvey^d, 
much regard cannot be claimed^ ^Hhat^ • 
m his intellediial hour^ Milton called 
for his daughter tio fecure niibat tem^ 
naay be queftionedi for 'tolvfckiiy 4c 
hi^i^ns to be known that his daugh* 
tics were never taught to jYrite ; nor 
mibld he have been oblige^ as i« 
WiiYerfaUy^confeired, to have en)|)doyed 
tanji^ cafual v^ifiter in diil^rthemng hig 
jsaeniory, if ^his daqghter *oould have . 
^rftr^med the^fice. 

The ^€ix»y of j?edWmg ^his exub6* 

4'cntGe haa been, told of of^er* authors, 

;astd' though; dD^klHids itrbo lof eyeiy 

M.' fer- 
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f^^t^ and copicms mind, feems. to haye^ 
been gratuitoufly trauferixd to Milton. 

What he hafi told us^ and we cannot- 
now know more, it, that he conapoiedf^ 
mu<?h of his potm in the night and-: 
mormngy I fv.pjipre before, his mind waf.- 
diftwbed with common bufineis; and- 
that he poured oiit with great fluency^ 
ills unprem^diiaUd verfe* Verification^ 
ivtc^ like his, from the diftrefl^ off 
rhyme, mufl, by a work fo long, be. 
madje prompt and habituaU and, wheok. 
hi9 thoughts were once adjufled, thfl^* 
"wordSi would come at his oomniand^ 

At. whiit. pafticuiar tijaes of. his HfUfrj 
the parts of his woark- were written,: can-^. 
jiot often be known. The beginning^<«f. 
the third book ihew& that, he hiKUqibv 

his 
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his fight ; and the Introduftion to the 
feventh, that the return of the king had • 
clouded- him with difcountenance ; and 
that he was offended by the Hcentiolis 
fcftivity of the Reftoration. There are 
no other internal notes of time. Mil- 
ton, being now cleared from all effedh 
of his difloyalty, had nothing required 
from him but the common duty of 
living in quiet, to be rewarded with the 
common right of proteiftion t but this, 
'vAicb, when he fculked from the ap- 
proach of his king, was perhaps more 
than he hoped, feems not to have fatis- 
fifed him ; foi: no fooner is he fafe than 
hfc finds hirhfelf in dinger, fallen on ' 
evil days and levil fongutr, andwUh dark- - 
jtefi and ' wit Ir'' danger comfafs^d rounds' 

This 
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TSis dafkncfs^ had his eyes been bettCF' 
employed, .had undoubtedly defervedt 
cpmpaffioa; but to add the mention o£ 
datiger was ungratefol and unjuft. He* 
was fall^a- indeed on evil Jays ; the time . 
wggts con:e in which regicides could no • 
longer boaft their wickednefe. But of 
evil tongues for Milton to complain, re- 
quired impudence at teafi equal to his^ ' 
other poAvets.; Milton, whofe warmeft : 
adyocaties muft allow, that he never ' 
fpar^d any afperity of reproach or bru- 
tality of iniblence. 

But.the charge itfelf feems to be falfe ; * 
for it would be hard to reeblledt any re- • * 
proach caft upon him, either ferious or ^ 
ludicrpu^, through the whole remakiing 
part of his life. He perfued hisftudies^ "i 

or 
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jsiokftationi or ia&lu Such iS' th^ re^ 
veiaikce.paid to great :abilides^^ botvMrcsr^^ 
XBifufed: tbey wha cexM^mipldted! iw 
MUtoa the: fcholaj^. and the wit^ wese-' 
conteoted to forget the* reviler of^ hit ' 
kiog* 

When the idagMe(it665). raged ift 
London^. Miltoa took .refuge at ChaU 
footinEifexj wheceJSlwood^ who bad ' 
tdcen.theiioufefor htm^ ikftrfaw^i^om-- 
plctcxopy.of J'ar^7i/5/& £^, ;a«id, halving, 
^rufed it, faid to himi^ **'Thott> htA 
"•feidiacgrtat. de&l iW^onPuradiJi Lq/l; 
"jwhat haft, thou to^ fay nfonp^radifif 

Next year^ wheathc dateger-of-ln- 
ie^icia^ had ceaied> he ret?i»tied' to 

Buixhill* 
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.fioflfaiirtfiEidB, and defigned the publt*- 
-caticii: c£ his poem. A liceaife wai ne^ 
:cc&ry, and Jac a^uidicxped: no great 
,km4aefe froni :a chaplain of the arch- 
^iftiop of Canterbury. He feems, how- 
-ever, : to - have been treated with tender^ 
nefs; for though objeAions were. made 
JO particular paflages^ and among them to 
the:fimile of the fun eclipfed in the firft 
book, yet the licenfe was granted ; and 
he fold hb copy, April 27, 1667, to 
.S^L'Oiviel SuTiimons for an immediate pay- 
mciit of 6ve pounds, . with a ftipulation 
-to receive five pounds more when thir- 
-t^en hundred Ihould be fold of the firft 
edition; and again, five pounds after 
^he fale of the fanie number of the fe- 
cond edition, and another fi;Te pomids: 
i after 
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114 MILTON. 
sEfcer the fame fale of the third. Nofie 
of the three editions were to be ex^ 
tended beyond fifteen hundred cc^iea. 
• The firft edition was of ten books, 
in a fmall quarto, . The titles were va- 
ried, from year to year; and an adver- 
ti&natfnt and the arguments of the books 
twct*e 'omitted in fome copies, and in- 
,fcrted in others. 

I The fale gave him in two years a 
right to his fecond payment, for which 
the receipt was figned April 26, 1669. 
iThe fecond edition was not given till 
-16(74; it was printed in fmall odba- 
>vo ; and the number of books was en^ 
CTcafed to twelve, by a divifion of the 
.feventh and twelfth ; and fome odier 
fiftall improvements were made. The 
5 third 
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third edition was publiihed in 167ft; 
and the widow, to whom the copy was 
then to devolve, fold all her claims to 
Simmons for eight pounds, according 
to her receipt given Dec. 21, 1680. 
Simmons had already agreed to transfer 
the whole right to Brabazon Aylmer 
for twenty-five pounds; and Aylmer 
fold to Jacob Tonfon half, Auguft 1 7, 
1683,- and ^^^^9 March 24, 1690, at a 
price confiderably enlarged* 

The ilow fale and tardy reputation of 
this poem, have been always mentbned 
as evidences of negleSed merit, and of 
the uncertainty of literary fame; and 
enquiries have been made, and conjec- 
tures offered, about the caufes of its 
li^ng obfcurity and late reception. But 
i 1 has 
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has the cafe been truly ftated ? Have 
no): lamentation and wonder been la- 
vifLied on an evil that was nevqr felt ? 

Th;it in the reigns of Cl\arks and 
J9:i^es the Pcradifi ^Lq/i received no 
piibUck. acclamations is readily conr- 
feflcd. Wit and literatujce were on the 
iide of the Court : and who that folicited 
favour, or thjq falhion would venture to 
jpraife the defender of the regicides ? 
All that he himfelf coyld think bis 4ue, 
firora ^vil tongues in evil days, was that re- 
r-erential fiiencc which was generoufly 
preferved.j But it cannot be inferred that 
his poem was not read, or not, lK>wever 
unwillingly, admired. 

The fale>, if it be . copfidered, u?iU 
juftify 'the |>ublicJc. Thofe who have no 

3 power 
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power to judge of j^ajft time^ blit* by 
their own, fliould always doubt 'their 
conclufion^. The fait of tooks wA^ tiot 
in Milton^s age what it is in the pfefent. 
To read was not then a general amhfe- 
ment ; neither traders, ntrr often* 'gentle- 
men^ thought themfelves difgra'ced by 
ignorance. The women h^fd not then 
afpired to literature, nor w^s every lioufe 
fupplied with a clofet of fcooks: Thofe 
indeed, who ptofeffed lejtfnitig, were 
not tefs learned than al any otlier time ; 
but of that middle race of ftudetits wlio 
read for pleafure ot accompllAnieitt, 
and who buy the numerous prod^itts of 
modern typography, the nuiiifcet '^as 
then' comparatively fmall. T6 piwe 
the paucity of readers, it may be fuffi- 
13 cient 
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cknt to remark^ that the nation had 
been fatisfied^ from 1623 to 1664^ that 
is. Forty-one years, with only two edi- 
tions of the works of Shakefpeare, which 
probably did not together make one 
(houfand copies. 

The fale of thirteen htindred copies 
in two years^ in oppofiti<Mi to fo much 
recent enmity, and to a ftyle of verfi- 
ficatioH new to all and difgufting to 
many, was an uncommon example of 
the prevalence of genius. The demand 
did not immediately encreafe ; for many 
more readers than were fupplied at firft 
the nation did not affords Only three 
thoufand were fold in eleven years; for 
k forced ks way without affiftance : its 
admirers^, did not dare to publifli their 
^"^"^ ©pi- 
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opuiion; and the opportuaities now 
given of attra^aing notice by advertife- 
ments were then very few; for the 
means of proclaiming the publicatipn of- 
new books have been produced by that 
general literature which now peinrf^g 
the natibn through all its ranks. . 

But the reputation and price of the 
copy ftill advanced, till the Revolutiqn 
put an end to the fecrecy of love, and 
Paradi/eLqfi broke into open view wit^. 
fufficient fecurity of kind reception* 

Fancy can hardly forbear to cocgec* 
turc with what temper Milton furveye^ 
the iilent progrefs of his work^ and 
marked his reputation ftealiog its way: 
in a kind of fubcerraneou^ current, 
through fear and filencc^ I c^^ 
i 4 not 
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not bia: conceive him calm and c<»!fi- 
dent, littk cfifappointed, not at all <k- 
jcfted, relyifig on bis^6\^cn merit with 
fteady confcioufnefs, and waiting, with- 
out impatience, the viciffitudesof opi- 
nion, and the im^paftiality of a futu^re 
generatiotu 

In the mean time he continued his 
ftttdiesj iind fuppUed the want of fight 
by a very odd expedient, of which Phi- 
lips gives the following account : 

Mr. Philips tcUs- u», " that though 
^^ our aixhc^r had daily about him one 
*' or other to read, fome perfons of man's. 
'* eftate, wIm>, of their own accord, 
** greedily catched at the opportunity 
<< of being his readers, that they nvight 
" as well reap, the benefit of what they 

" read 
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" read to him, as oblige him- by the be- 
*.^ nefic of thcii? FcadiHg; and others of 
** younger years were (cm by their pa^ 
'^ rents to the fame end : yet exeufing 
^^ ooly the eMeft daughter, by reafoa 
*^ of her bodily infirmity, and- diffietilt' 
^^ utterance of fpeech, (which, to fay 
*^ truth, I doubt was the principal caufe 
" of exeufing her) the other two were 
" condemned to the performance of 
^' reading, and exadity pronouncing of 
^^ al> the languages of whatever book 
" he fliould, at one time or other, think 
" fit to perufe, Tiz. the Hebrew ("and I 
" think the Syriac), the Greek, the 
" Latin, the ItaKan, Spanifh, andPrench. 
** All which forts of books to "be con*- 
^^ fined to read,- without und^rftanding 

" one 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



lai M I L T O Nl 
** one word, muft needs be a trial of 
** patience almoft beyond endurance. 
*^ Yet it was endured by both for a long 
*« time, though the irkfomenefs of this ' 
** employment could not be always con- 
*^ cealed, but broke out more and more 
*^ into cxpreffions of uneafinefs ; fo that 
«^ at length they were all, even the el- 
** deft alfo, fent out to learn fome cu* 
*^ rious and ingenious forts of manu^ 
•* fadure, that are proper for women to 
«* learn ; particularly embroideries in 
«^ gold or filvcr/' 

In the fcene of mifery which this 
mode of intelledtual labour fets before 
our eyes, it is hard to determine whe- 
tkef the daughters or the father are 
moft to be lamented. A language not 

under- 
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vmderflood can never be fo read as to 
give pleafure, and very feldom fo as to 
convey meaning. If few men would 
have had refoluticm to write books with 
fuch embarraffments, few likewife would 
have wanted ability to find fome better 
expedient. 

Three years after his Faradife Lofi 
(1670), hepubliihed his Htjiory o/En^* 
land^ comprifing the whole fable of Geof- 
fry (^ Monmouth^ and continued, to the 
Norman invafion. Why he ihould have 
given the firfl; part, which he feems not 
to believe, and which is umverlally re» 
jefted, it is difficult to conje^re. The 
ftile is harih ; but it has fomething of 
rough vigour, which perhaps mayoftea 
ftrike> though it cannot pleafc 
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On this hiftory the licehfer again 
fixed his claws, and before he would 
tranfmit it to the prefs tore out feveral 
parts. Some cenfures of the Saxon 
monks were taken away, left they ihould 
be applied to the modern clergy ; and 
a charafter of the Long Parliament, and 
Affembly of Divines, was excluded ; of 
which the author gave a copy to the 
carl of Anglefea, and which, being af- 
terwards published, has been ilnce in- 
ferted in its proper place. 

The fame year were printed Paradife 
Rigained^ and Sampfon Agonijles, a tra- 
gedy written in imitation of the an- 
cients, and never defigned by the au- 
thor for the ft age. Thefe poems were 
publiftied by another bookfeHer. It has 

been 
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been afted, whether Simmons was dis- 
couraged from receiving them by the 
flow fale of the former ? Why a writer 
changed his bookfeller a hundred years 
ago, I am fgr from hoping to difcover. 
It is certain, that he who in two years 
fells thirteen hundred copies of a volume, 
in quarto, bought for two payments of 
five pounds each, has no reafon to re- 
pent his purchafe. 

.. When Milton fliewed ParadifdRei- 
gained to Elwood, " This," faid hc^ ^* is 
** owing to you ; for you put it in my 
*^ head by the qucftion you put to mje 
"at Chalfont-, which othcrwife I had 
" not thought of." ' ■ ' 

His lafl; poetical offspring was his fa- 
vogritie. He could not, as Elwood re- 
lates^ 
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lates, endure to heat Faradife Loft pre- 
ferred to Paradi/e Regained. Many caufes 
may vitiate a writer's judgement of his 
own works. On that which has coft 
him much labour he fets a high value, 
becaufe he is unwilling to think that he 
has been diligent in vain ; what has beea 
produced without toilfome efforts is con- 
iidered with delight, as a proof of vi- 
gorous faculties and fertile invention; 
and the laft work, whatever it be, has 
Tueceffariiy moft of the grace of novelty* 
Milton, however it happened,, had this 
prejudice, smd had it to himfelf. 

To that multiplicity of attainments, 
4nd extent of comprehenii<m, that en-^ 
title this great author to our veneration, 
may be added a kind of humble d^<- 

nity, 
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nky, which did not difdaiti the meaneft 
fervices to literature. The epick poet, 
the controvertift^ the politician, having 
already defcended to accommodate chil- 
dren with a book of rudiments, now, 
in the lail years of his life, compofed t 
book of Logick, for the initiation of 
lludents in philofophy; and publifhed 
(i6j2) Artis Logica pknior Inftifutio ad 
Petri Rami metbodum concinnafa : that is, 
" A new Scheme of Logick, according 
*^ to ithe Method of Ramus." I know 
not ]nrhether> even in this book, he did 
not intend an adt of hoftility againft the 
Univerfities ; for Ramus was one of the 
firfi: oppugners of the old philofophy^ 
who difturbed with innovations the quieli 
of the fchools. 

His 
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chat he fQi:got;rhisi'eara> and publiilisd 

.S4^n^. %}er<Hm^ ^nd the befi Mea^j iB 
fj^enit^^t tbf Grixuu. b cf Papery^, 
i%, lijat thi§ littk X.V2& is. njodeftly wrhteo, 
lyi^h .r0ipe<3:ful mention of the chuBch 
of England, and an appeal to the thiriEy- 
.aipj^ , articles* His priacipJe of toletra- 
.^on is, agreement in . the fufficijancy 
i>f fhe Scriptures; and he extends it to 
. jfll wh(^% whatcTer their xjpinbns arc, 
ipro^fs to derive them frctm the facred 
rbooK^ The papLfts appeal to other 
.^e^tiliioni^^ luod are therefore m his t^i- 
aion not to be permitted the liberty of 
either publick or private worlhip ; for 

though 
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though they plead donfcience, w^ have 
no warranty htfdiySy to regard con/cience 
«7Att*A is not grounded in SdriptUfe. 

Thole who are not convinced by his 
reafbn-s, may be -perhaps delighted with 
• his wit. The term Roman catholick is, 
he fey^, one- of the Pofe*s bulls y it is 
particular uni'oerfati or catholick fchij^ 
matich. ' ' l 

He has, however, fomething better; 
As the beft prefervative againft Popery, 
he recommends the diligent perufal of 
the Scriptures ; a duty, from which he 
ivams the bufy part of mankind not to 
iSiink themfelves excufed. 

He now reprinted his juvenile poems, 
with fome additions. ^ 



In 
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;. It the laft.year qi his life ]ije j|^^ 
the pr€ft,,.feemmg.ta .uke..<k^gfcife:fp 
publicatioDf a cqliie^tion of Faxso^iar 
Epiftles in Latin; tp which, b^gtop 
few to make a volume, he added, j^^ 
fkcademical exercifes, which perhaps faj; 
pemfei^ with pleafurei, 9^ they jc€c^U^4 
to h\s memory the ^ays of youth ^. bm; 
for which nothing but veneration, for 
his nanie couki now procure a reader^ 

When he had attained his fixty^fixdji 
year, the gout, with which h^ ha^ 
been tong tormented, prevailed over th? 
cnfectlcd powers of nature. He die4 
by a quiet and filwt exfiiration, ^bof^ 
the tenth of November 1674, at his 
houfe in Bunbill-fi^ldj^ ; and was bi;^»e4 
next his father m the chancel of 1^. Giles 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



at Crjpplegate. His funeral w^s yery 
fplettdidly and jmrnc^pufly attended. 

Upod hi5 grave there is fuppofed 10 
li4ve been no memprUl ; but in our titn^ 
^ mpnutnent has been erefted in Weft. 
mJnftcr ^bhey l^o the Author of Paradifi 
Loji^ by Mr. Bpnfon, who has in th(> 
inlpription bellowed more words upoj5 
^imfelf than upon Milton* 

When the infcription for the nionu» 
ji^ent of Philips, in which he was faid 
poi be fgli Miltopojeiundus^ was exhibitecj 
1:0 Dr, Sprat, then dean of Weftminfter, 
ic refufed to fidrait it; the name of 
Milton was, in his opinion, too de- 
•teftable to be read on the wall of a 
ibuilding dedicated to devotion. After* 
bury, who fucce'eded * him, being au- 
k 4 thor 
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fhor of the infcription,* permitted' its 
reception, ^ And fuch has been tbe 
*f change of publick opinion/* faid Dr. 
Gregory, from -whom I heard this ac- 
ifount,^* that I have feen ereded in the 
*^ church a ftatue of that man, whofe 
** name I once knew confidered as a pol- 
" kition of its walls/* 

Milton has the reputation of having 
been in his youth eminently beautiful, 
fo as to have been called the Lady of 
his college. His hair, which was of a 
light brown, parted at the foretop, and 
hung dowTi upon his Ihouiders, accord- 
ing to the piifture whith he has given 
t)f Adam. He was, however, not of the 
. heroick ftature, but rather below the 
fniddlc lize, according to Mr. RicharS- 

fon. 
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Ion, who mentions him as having nar- 
rowly efcaped from being Jloort and' 
thick. He was vigorous and adlive^ 
and delighted in the exercife of the 
fvvord,in which he is related to have beeii 
eminently fkilful. His weapon was, I 
believe, not the rapier, but the back- 
fword, of which he recommends the ufe 
in his book on Education, 

His eyes are faid never to have been 
bright ; but, if he was a dexterous fen- 
cer, they muft have been once quick. 

His domefiick habits, fo far as they 
are known^ were thofe of a fcvere {In- 
dent. He drank little flrong drink of 
any kind, and fed without delicacy of 
choice or excefs in quantity. In his 
youth he ftudied late at night ; but-af- 
k3 • terwards 
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.terwards changed his bouri/ sind rtfftd 
in bted from nine to fdur in the Sum- 
mer, and five in Winter* ' The courfe 
:of his day was bcft known after he was 
blind* When he firft rofe he heard a 
^chapter in the Hebrew Bible> and thea 
ftudied till twelve; then \:(X>k feme 
txercife for an hour ; then dined ; then 
plaid OB the organ, and fung, or heartl 
another fing ; then ftudied to fix ; theiis 
entertained ' his vifiters, titt eight; then 
flipped, and, after a pipe of tobacca 
and a glafs of water, went to bed. 
: So is his life defcribed; but this 
even tenour appears attainable otAy in 
Colleges. He that lives in the* world 
^ will fometimes haVe the fuGcfeffion irf Mi 
^radtioe broken and confufed. VMrfets-, 
■ of 
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of: whom MUtoo is rdprefent9d\tttiia]iie 
bud ^tat aumbera^ will oonte aadibrf 
^feafonably ; buiiaefs^ of which &ii€Wf 
mw has i^meymuft'beidoQe vfhetk ixhsfs 
trtlldok. . » . i 

. -When he did not care to rife early, be 
,b«d fotnahifig read to htm by Kiscbed^ 
ifide; perhaps at this time his daiugh* 
ih^rs were employed. He compofi^d 
much in themomiog, and didated in 
thte day, iStting obliquely in , an . clbow^ 
. ehaif> with his Jeg thrown over the 
arm* 

Fortune appears not to have :had 
tfiuch of his care. In the civil wars ;he 
lent his perfonal eAate to the parlia*^ 
i^cDft; butwhen^ after the conteil.wai- 
ddcidad, he<fo}kiteidcepayment^,hamfit 
: k 4 not 
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not :6nly bKkhLnQglt£hihm>Parp r^ii^ej; 
^\^y '. inr\^ing dred botih . himfelf aiid hUt 
frknds, was given up to , poverty and 
h&pehik indignation,-tiU helhewed how. 
able he was to do greater fervke. He 
was 'then made Latin fccret^ry, with two 
hundred pounds a yedr ; and h^d a diour 
faml pounds for his Defence «/ th Peppi^^. 
HiiJ* widow, who, after his* death, re- 
tired to Namptwich in Chelhire, and 
died about.:*! 729, is faid to have re- 
pdftad ihat:heiQft two thoufand pounds 
by entrufting it to a fcrivener ; and that-^ 
fa 'tlie general^ depredation upon the 
Ghufch, be had grafped an eftate of 
^boiu: fixty pounds a year belonging to 
W^ilmtafter : Abbeys ' which^ like othor 
t^ti^x'S of the plunder of rebellipti, he 
-'•<- .. was 
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was aftefw^itH obliged to return. Two.. 

thonfand poundsi which he had plaoed ia 

the Excife-office, were alfo loft. There is « 

^et no reafon to believe that he was ever : 

reduced to indigence. His wants being' 

few,' were competently fupplied^^ He . 

fold hife library before his death, and 

left his family fifteen hundred '-pounds^ 

on which his widow laid hold, and^ 

only gaTe one hundred to' eafch ojf his. 

daughters. -^ < ^ 

' His literature was unquefticnabiy greats 

He read all the languages which ar^ 

confidered either as learned orpolitey 

Hebrew, with its two dialefts, Grec^^ 

Latin, Italian, French, and Spanish. Xu 

Latin hrsikill was fuch as places Wtoliil 

the fifft rank of writers and^ocmiqkil 

- ' and 
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and he app^ears t^ have ijg^ltivfijted «Jf^- 

lian with uncommon , diligeaqe^r^ : .^J^e 

books in which his daughtej;,^ |vho j^d 

to read to him, reprefcuted hipx^.as 

moft delightingj^ after Homeru which ^e 

coiild almoft repeat, .were Ovii4*s.Meta- 

morphofes an4 Eyrigide^^ ^,3^13 JEuri- 

pides is, by Mr.^CradocJc'^.kipdne^, 

now in my hands : th«, majgin . is foiftp- 

times noted; but I have found nothiiig 

remarkable. 

Of the Englifli poets he. .fet moft 

value upon Spenfer, Shakefpeare, aiid 

Cowley. Spenfer was apparently his fa- 
it 

vourite : Shakefp.eare he may eaiily be 
fuppofed to like, with every other &!!• 
ful reader ; but I Ihould not have ex- 
pe^ed.thatCowlcyi wbofe ideas of ex-^ 

cellence 
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c^Ucncfe wtre fa different frdm This 6wn^ 
would have h^ much of his approba- 
tion* Mi chkra'flter of Dr/iien, wh6 
fometlihes vidted him, was, that he was 
a good rhymift, but no poet* 

lA]s theological opinions are faid to 
?iave been ferA calVinifticai I tnd after- 
wards, ' perhaps when he began lb hatfe 
the iPrefbyterians, tohave tena^d'toWatis^ 
'Arminianifm* In thc*mixed 4^e&i6nV. 
of theology and government,* he nevet 
thinks' that he can recede far 'enough: 
from popery, or prelacy ;. but what Bau*- 
diu5 fays of 5Erafnius feems applicabfer 
to him, magis bdbuit quodfugeut^ qua'm 
quod /equerefw\ He had determined! 
tether whdt to cfoiidcrrin than what to 
approve- He has nor aflbcJated hiiiifdf 

with 
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yith any denpmination pf Proteftants : 
vf^ know rather what he was not, thaa 
what he wa?. . He was not of the church 
of .R,ome ;. he was not of the church of 
Jlngland. 

.., To be of no churc^ is dangerous. 
I^ejjgion, of which jhe : -rewards are 
diftant, and which is animated only by 
^^i^h and/Hope,, will glide by degree 
pjut of fhe mind, unlafs it be invigo- 
rated and reimprefled by external ordi- 
Mppes^ . by ftated calls to worlhip, and 
Ae falutary influence of example. Mil- 
ton, wJiQ appears to have had full con- 
. yiftion of the truth of Chriftianity, and 
to have regarded the Holy Scriptures 
^mXh the profoundeft veneration, to have 
Ijeen untainted by any heretical pecu- 

liarity 
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Harity of opinion, and to have lived in 

a confirmed belief of tlie immediate 

and occafionai agency^ of Providence,' 

fct grew old without any vifiblewdrlhipi 

In the diftribution- of his^hours, therd 

was no hour of prayer, either fofitar}'', 

or with his houfehold ; omitting piib^ 

irck prayers, he'''omittcd alU' ' 

^^'Of this idmif£on the reafon has been 

' • ... 

fought, iipon a-fujppofition which ought 

never to be made, that men live with 
their own approbation, and juffify their 
conduct to themfelves. Prayer certain-^. 
iy was not thought fuperfluous by hiril, 
'who reprefents. our fir ft* parents: as pray- 
ing acceptably in the ftate of inflocend^, 
^nd effiacioully after their fall. ' That lie 
lived without prayer can Karaiy b6 af- 

finiicd; 
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$ipn^d fi l^is ftuc[ies and.medit^iops wfro 
mt h^llitual prayc^n The negka: o^ it 
in his family vf^ probably a ffiujt fot 
^ch he whd^imied bimfelfj^ and which 
ielnteadedto forrpdt, but fh^tdjeath; 
as- taw pftpa hapi^ens, iatefcepted his re* 
%matiQ|u ' • 

- His political notions ym^ ttofc iof 
^ aq?irponious and furly f^pjiblican, for 
which it is^^not known |hath.e^ave any 
^ter rcafon than thai: a po/iu(ar govern^ 
mif^ mas the mofi frugal ; far t^ traf^ ' 
pings of a monarchy would fet up an otiw 
riArf commcnwealtL it is furdy verf 
ihallew policy, that fuppofes money to 
be the chief good ; and even this, with#* 
otot confidering that the fuppoit and 
£Xpcnce jrf i* Court is, i|or the moft" 

•^ - part. 
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past;, :Qnly^a particul^ k)2i4 of txd^kn 

by Affhkh Jaaoaey^is circuUtedV withpiit> 

aay natbnai impoverilhnient* . ,:> r i 

^^ jMUton's rq)ublicaaiftn wfis, I- 9iai 

ziX9idy founded ii^ ^n envious haired ofi 

gFcuito«ft, and a fulkn- defire:of . iotd^ 

pendcnce; in petulance, impa^teitt. :Q& 

eoatrpu!) at)d pride difdaiixful of fy^Ci 

rigipity* He hated monarchs m tbft 

ftace,, and prelates in tke<. church; fa9 

he hated aU^honfi he was r/equired ttl 

obey, k is to be fufpe&ed that im 

predominant defire was^tode&roy rathet 

than eftabtiih^ and that he fek not/ (o^ 

much the love of l^serty as repugoanc^ 

to authority. ;. 

It h^s he^n obferved, that thfiy whuk 

nioft loudly dataour lor liberty da v^ 

I moft 
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moft'libefalljr grant lu What we know 
of Mikon'b chteraffaer/iB .domeilkk re- 
lations, is, . tfaat he was fcvire and ar- 
fckrary. . His family confifted of v?o- 
men; and there appears in his books 
fomething like a Turk^ owitempt of 
females, a* • fabordinate and inferiour 
beings. That his own daughters might 
not break the ranks, he fuffered thec^ 
» be depreffed by a mean abd penu- 
fious education. He thought womau 
made only for obedience^ and man only 
for rebellion. 

Of his family fome account tnay be 
expected. HU lifter, firft married to Mr. 
Philips, afterwards married Mr. Agat^ 
ft » friend of her firft huiband, who ftic- 
'Ceeded himMn. Jthe Crowo-ofiice. She 
i Jiad 
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had by her fi# huftaud,, Edwai;d , ap4. ; 
John, ; tb^ two nephews whom Mil«)it 
educate^; aiui by her fecond, twa^ 
daughters. 

His brother. Sir Chriftbphcr, had 
two daughters, Mary and Catherine,.; 
and a fpn Thomas, who fucceeded Agar j 
in the Crown-ofEce, and left a daughter, . 
living iri 1749 in Gtofvenor-^ftreet* . , ' 

.Mikon had children* oqly by his firft ; 
wife; Anne, Mary, and Deborah* Anne,. , 
though deformed, married a matter- \ 
builder, and died of her firft childv* 
Mary died fingle. Deborah married 
AbWham Clark, a weaver in SpitaU » 
fidds, and Kved 76 years, to Auguft 
1727. This is the daughter of whom . 
pub lick mention has been made. She, 
1 could 
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eould repeat the fixft lines of tlomer, the 
Metamorphofes, and fame of Euripidef^ 
by having often rea4 them. Yethece ipi^ 
credulity is ready to make a ftancj.. M^tuy 
rcBetitions. are neceflary to fix in the 
memory lines not underftood ; and why 
ihould MiltcMi wiih or want to hear them, 
fo often ! Thefe lines were at Jthe be- 
ginning of the poems. Of a book writ- 
ten m a language not undcrftood, the 
beginning raifes no more attention than 
the end ; and as thofe that underftand it 
know commonly the beginning beft, its 
rehearfal will feldom be neceflaryr It is 
not likely that Milton required any paf- 
fa^e to be fo much. repeated as that his 
daughter could learn it; nor likely that 
he defiled the initial lines ^to. be read 

at 
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MILTON. 14^ 
at alii nor that the daughter, weary of 
the drudgcrjr of pronouncing unldeal 
founds, would voluntarily commit them 
to meriiory* 

To this gentlewoman Addifon made 
a.preferit, and promifed fome ellablilh- 
ment ; but died foon after. Queen Ca- 
roline fent her fifty guineas. She had 
feven fons and three daughters; but 
none of them had any children^ except 
her fon Caleb and her daughter Eliza- 
beth. Caleb went t6 Fort St. George 
in the Eaft Indies, and had two fons, of 
whorti nothing is now known. Eliza- 
UctK niarried Thomas Fofter, a weaver 
ia Spital-fields, and had feven children, 
who all died. She kept a petty grocer's 
or chandler's ftiop, firft at Halloway> 
1 2 and 
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and afterwards in Cock-lane nea^* Shore- 
ditch Church. She. knew little of her 
grandfather, and that little was not good. 
She told -of his harlhnefe to his daugh- 
ters, and his refufal to have them taught 
to wrrte j and, in oppofition to other ac- 
counts., reprefented hiiu as delicate, 
though temperate, in his didt. 

In 1750, April 5, Comus was played 
for her benefit. She had fp little ac- 
quaintance with divcrfion or gaiety, that 
ihe did not know what was intended 
when a benefit was offered her* The 
profits of .the night were only one hun- 
dred and thirty pounds, though Dr^ 
Newton brought a large contribution ; 
and twenty pounds were given by Ton- 
fon, a man who is to be praifed as often 
• as 
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as lie 15 named. Of this fum one hun* 
dred pounds was placed in the (locks, 
after jfome debate between her and her 
hufband in whofe name it fliould be en- 
tered, and the reft augmented their 
little flocky with- which they removed 
to Iflington. This was the greateft be- 
nefaftion that Paradi/e Loji ever gro- 
cured the author's dependents ;. and to 
this he who has now attempted to re- 
late his Life, had the honour of contri- 
buting a Prologue.. 






1 3' IN 
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IN the examination of Milton^s poeti- 
cal works, I fliall pay fo much regard 
to time as to begin with his juvenile 
produfl:ions» For his early pieces he 
feems to have had a degree of fondnefs 
jnot very laudable : what he has once 
written he refolves to preferve, and gives 
to the publick an unfiniflied poem, 
which he broke off becaufe he was 
nothing fatisfied with what he had done, 
fuppofing his readers lefs nice than 
himfelf. Thefe preludes to his future 
labours are in Italian, Latin, and Eng- 
lilh. OF the Italian I cannot pretend 
to fpeak as a critic i but I have heard 

them 
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MILTON. is<i 
them commended by a man well quali- 
fied to decide their riierit. The Latin 
pieces are lufcioufly elegant ; but the 
delight which they afford is rather by 
the exquifite imitation of the anciertt 
writers, by the purity of the didtiori, 
and the harmony of the numbers, than 
by any power of invention, or vigour of 
fentiment. They are not all of equal 
value ; the elegies excell the odes ; and 
fome of the exercifes on Gunpowder 
Treafon might have been fpared. 

The . Englifti poems, though they 
.make no promifes of Paradife Lojl^ have 
this evidence of genius, that they have 
a caft original and unborrowed. But 
their peculiarity is not excellence : if 
they differ from the verfes of others, 
1 4 they 
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tftey ctiffer for the worfe; for. they ar^ 
too 1 often diftiiTguiihcd by repulfive 
hatihnefs ; the combinations of words 
are new, but they are not pleafing ; the 
. rhymes and- epithets feem to be labo- 
rioufly fought, and violently applied. 
" That in the early part of his life he 
wrote with much care appears from his 
manufcripts, happily preferved at Cam- 
bridgej^ in which many of his fmaUer ' 
works are found as they were firil writ- 
ten, with the fubfequent corredtion5. 
Such reliques fliew how excellence is 
acquired ; what we hope ever to do with 
eafe, we may learn firft to do with dili- 
gence, 

Thofe who admire the beauties of 
this great poet, fometimes force their 

own 
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owa judgement into falfe approbation 
of his little- pieces, and prevail upon 
themfelves ta think thajt admirable 
which is. only lingular* All that Ihort 
compofitions can commonly attain is 
neatnefs and elegance* Milton never 
karned the art of doing, little things 
with grace ; he overlooked the milder 
excellence of fuavity and foftnefs; he was 
z Lion that had no.lkill in dandling the 
Kid. 

One of the poems on which, much 
praife has been beftowed b Lycidas; of 
which the did:ion is harih, the rhymes 
uncertain, and the numbers unpleafing, 
. What beauty there is,, we muft there- 
fore feek in the fentiments and images. 

It is not to be considered as the efiufion 
I of 
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of real, paffbft ; for paffidn rUns nest 
aftet rcmtkt aflnfiens aad obfcure opi- 
nions. Paffion plucks ito berries frdm 
the myrtle mid ivy, nor calls upon 
. Arethufe and Mincius, nor tells of rough 
fatyrs and faum ^ith cloven heel. Where 
there is leifure for fiftion there is little 
grief. 

In this poem there is no nature, for 
there is no truth ; there is no art, for 
there is nothing new. Its form , is that 
.of a paftoral, eafy, vulgar, and there- 
fore difgufting : whatever images it can 
fupply, are long ago exhaufted ; and its 
inherent improbability always^ forces dif- 
fatisfaftionr 6n the mind. - When Gow- 
'ley tells of'Hervey that- they flu died to- 
gether, it is cafy to fuppofe how muck 

he 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



M V L T 6 If. 155 

fee muft mifi the compamon of his la- 
bours^ and the partner of his difcove* 
ries ; but what image of tendemefs can 
be excited by thefe lines ^ 

We drove a field, and both together 

heard 
What time the grey fly wmds her ful- 

try horn^ 
Battening our flocks with, the frefli 

dews of night. 

We know that they never drove a field, 
and that they had no flocks to batten; 
and though it be allowed that the re- 
prefentation may be aUegorical, the true 
meaning is {q uncertain and remote, 
that it is never ^ght, becaufe it can^ 
not be known wIko it is founds 

Among 
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. Among the flocks^ and copfes^ and 
. flowers, • appear the heathen deities ; 
Jove and Phoebus, Nefltune and ^olus, 
with a long traia of mythological ima- 
gery> fuch as a College eafily fupplies^ 
Nothing can lefs difplay knowledge, or 
lefs exercife mvention, than to tell how 
a Ihepherd has loft his companion, and 
muft now feed his flocks alone, with- 
out any judge of his fkill in piping; 
and how one god alks another god what 
. i$ become of Lycidas, and how neither 
god can tclL He^ who thus griieves wiH 
excite no fympathy; he who-thus praifcs 
will confer no honour. . 

This poem has yet a groflfer fault. 

-With thefe trifling fiftions are mingled 

the mofl; awful and facred<» truths, fuch 

as 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



M^ Ir-L - T . 05 N: 157 

a3 ought never to be palluted with ibch 
irreverend coixibinations. The Ihephetd 
likewife i$ now a feeder of flieep, and af^ 
tcrwards an ecclefiailical paftor, a fuper- 
iiitendent of a Ghriftian flock. Such' , 
equivocations are al^^ys unfleilful) but 
here they are indecent, and at lead ap- 
proach to impiety, of which, however, 
I bejieve the writer not to have been 
conscious. 

Such is the power of reputation juftly 
acquired, that its blaze drives away the 
eye from nice examination. . Surely no- 
man could have fancied that he read 
Lyfiidas with pleafure, had he not 
known its author. 

Of the two pieces, U Allegro arid 
li Penjerofry I believe opinion is uni- 

form ; 
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form ; ^vcry man that reads tkem^ reads 
them with pkafure. The author's de- 
figQ is jQOt^ what Theobald has remarked^ 
merely to ihew how objedls derive their 
colours frcMn the mmd^ by reprcfenting 
the operation of the fame things upoa 
the gay and the melancholy temper, or 
upon the fame man as he is differently 
difpofed; but rather how, among the 
fuccefEve variety of appearances, every 
difpofition of mind takes hold on thofe 
hy which it may be gratified. 

The cbearful man hears the lark in 
the morning ; the penfive man hears the 
nightingale in the evening. The ehear^ 
fui man fees the cock ftrut, and hears 
the horn and l\ouDds echo in the' woo(i ;' 
then walks not un/sen tci obferve the- 

glory 
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gj&9fy of tfep rifipg (nvii or Uftca to tko 
fingmg.mUk-maid,,aod.Yi«w tke kboum 
of the plownaan and the mower; then 
cads his^ eyes abom him ovier fcenes of 
Ihailing . plenty, ^.nd looks up to the 
diftant tower, the refidence of fbme fair 
inhabitants thus he purfues rural gaietiy 
through a day of labour or of play,, and 
delights himfelf at night with the fan- 
ciful n^rcatives of fuperititious ig^o-^ 
ranee. 

The penfive man> al one time> walks^ 
u^eji to mufe at midnight ; and at ano« 
th^r hears, the fuUen curfew* If thewea* 
ther drives him. home^ he fits in a room, 
lighted only by ^lowin^ embers i or by a 
lonely lamp outwatches theNoxthStar> ta 
difcover thejxabitationof iepargtf ibulsp. 

and 
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ah'd'vities thcfhaafes of medft^fiafi, by' 
contemplating the magnificent or' pel- 
tKetifei'fcehes of tragick and e;^ic pBe- 
tryi -When- die morning ctjme's, ambht-^ 
1% 'gloomy witTi i^ain atid^'wiiid, he 
walks into the 'dark tracklefs Woods, 
falls' afleep by fome murmuring water, 
and with melancholy enthtrfiafm ex- 
peAs fome dream of prognoftication,* or 
ibme mufick plaid by aerial perfor- 
mers. 

* Both Mirth and Melancholy are foli- 
taTy,1ilent inhabitants of the breaft that 
neither receive not tranfmit com- 
munication; no mention is therefore 
ntside of a philofophical friend, or a 
pfcafant companion. Serioufnefs does 
n(ft arife from any participation of ca- 
lamity, 
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Uttnity/ nw gaiety ffon;i j^Jic jpleafi^rcs^ 
thebottleir .. . . ^ , -;. /. .^ , . . . 

The maa of chearfjili^s^, havi5|g.«r 
hauildd the co^nuyi tries what /^^re^. 
ci//Vj will, afford^ and mingles, wifh^epps 
©f iplendoi^, .gay afflemblij??, ajjid iippr, 
rial feftivities ; but he mingles a mere 
fpe<^8fQrj;.a^:\y,hen(jJ^e learned conaiedies 
qf, jQpfotij, €^ ]the wild dramas qf ,§h^ke- 
fpearie^ are ^x,hibited>, he, frttends x^% 
theatr^i. . 

The ,penjivi man never lofes himielf in 
crowds, byt walks the cloifter, or fre- 
jqyents the cathedral. Miltoaprobably 
had not yet foffaken the Church.. . .. 

Bodi his chara^ers delight in mufickf 

but he feems 4:o think that chearful 

notes would have obtained from Pluto, a 

m eom- 
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compkat ^difmiMon of Eury4ic^ of 
whom ' folemn founds only prQcu]?ed a 
coiufidonal P&leafe« 

For the old age of Chcarfulnefe ]m 
makes 'no provifion ; but Melancholy he 
conduds with great dignity to tie clofe 
oflife. 

Through thcfe two po^ns the^imagec 
are properly feledfced, and ^oely.4iftin* 
guiflied; but the colours of the didion 
feem not fufficiently difcrimmated. -His 
Chearfulnefs is without levity, and' his 
Penfivenefs without afperity. I know- 
not whether .the charafters are kept fuf. 
ficiently apart. .No mirth can, indeed^ 
be found in his melancholy; but I am 
afraid that J always meet fome me- 
lancholy 
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Irtncholy .in his mirth. ^Hiey are vmj 
t^ohlt\eSoct3'c{ imagination. 

The greateft of his jiavemle pdr- 
ibrmances is the Mii/i of Comuf; ijn 
which may very jplaialy be difcrn^eFieid 
the daw^i or twiKgbt ef <Parad(fe 'Ldfi. 
Milton appears to have formed veiy 
eady that fyftem of di(9don, and ntocje 
•x>f verjfe, which his maturer judgem^lpit 
approved, and from which 'be ^vQx i6U- 
deavoured nor defirtdrto deviate. 

Nor <does Ctmim afibrd only -a i'fti^'^ 
men of his larrguagej it exhibits -like* 
wife hi»* power of defcription, and Ms 
v^our of fentiment, employed' in th-e 
praifc and defence of virtue. A work 
more truely poetical is rar-ely found; 
allufioirs, images, and defcriptive epi- 
m 2 thets, 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



1^4 M I L T O K. 

thets, embelHfli almoft every period with 
Uviih decoration. As a feries of lines, 
therefore, it may be confidered as wor- 
thy of all the admiration with which 
the; votaries have received !t, 
• As a drama it is deficient. The 
aftion is not probable. A Mafque, ki 
thofe parts where fupernatural interven- 
tion is admitted, muft indeed be given up 
to all the freaks of imagination ; but, fo 
.far as the adtion is merely human, it 
ought to be reafonable, which can hard- 
ly be faid of the condudt of the two 
brothers; who, when their filler finks 
with fatigue in a pathlefs wldernefs, 
- wandeir both away together in fearch of 
. berries too. far to find their v.^ay back, 
: ^i^idlpave a helplefs lady to all the fadnefs 
6 ^ and 
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and danger of folitiide. This however 
is a defeA over-balanced by its conve- 
nience. 

What deferves more reprehenfion iiy, 
that the prologue fpoken in the wild 
wood by the attendant Spirit is addreffed 
to the audknce ; a mode of communi- 
cation fo contrary to the nature of- dria- 
matick' reprefentation, that no prece- 
dents can fupport it. 

The difcourfe of the Spirit is to^o 
long; an objedlion that may be iilade 
to almoft all the following fpeeches : 
they have not the fptitelinefs of a 
dialogue animated by reciprocal con- 
tention, but fcem rather declaniatfons 
deliberately compofed, and formally re- 
peated, on a moral queflion. The au- 
m 3 ^ ditor 
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(Utoc th^reforo lifl^ns as to a }ediule^ 

without pdffion,. without anxiety. 

Th0 fong of Comus has airinefs- 
and joliity } but^ what may recomfliend 
Miitoiv*^ morab as well as his poe- 
try, the invkatioas to pleafure are fi> 
general, that they excite, no diftiridt 
images of corrupt enjoyment, ahd take 
no dangerous hold on the fancy. 

The following foliloquics of Comus. 
and the Lady are elegant, but tedious. 
The fong muft owe much to the voice, 
if It ever can delight. At laft the bro- 
t^iers enter, with too much tranquillity ; 
and when they have feared left their 
fifter ftould be in danger, and hoped 
that fte is riot lA danger, the Elder 
makes a fpeech in praife of chaftity, 
7 and 
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, and the YoungeF finds how fine it k to 
be a philofopher, ; 

Then defccnds the Spirit in fotm of 
alhepherd; and the* brother,- inftead of 
being in hafteto aflc his^ help, pvsACts 
his finging, and enqaires his bufinefs in 
that place. It is remarkable, that at 
this interview the brother isf tabenwjth 
a fhort fit of rhyming. The Spirit re- 
lates that the Lady is in the power of 
Comus ; the brother moralifes. .i^iii ; 
and the Spirit makes a long narratiom, 
of no life becaufe it is falfe, and there- 
fore tinfmtable to a good Being. 

In all thefe parts' the language is 
poetigal, and the fentiments are gene- 
rous ;. but there is fomething wanting tp 
alhire attention.. 

m 4 T\- 
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f he difpute betwe^ the L-ady and 
Cbmus is the nidft animated and affed:- 
ing fcene • of • tiie drama, and want* 
nothing but a briiker reciprocation of 
objedtions a!nd replies to invite atten^ 
tion, and detain it. 

The fongs are vigorous, and full, of 
imagery ; but they are harfli in their 
diftton, and -not very mufical in their 
numbers. :. • 

" Throughout the whole, the figiires 
are too bold, and the language^too luxti- 
riiant for dialogue. It is a drama in the 
epic ftile, inelegantly fplendid, and te*- 
diouily inftruftive. 

Tlie- Sonnets were written in different 
parh of .Milton's life, upon different ojc- 
caiions. They. defer ve not any particur 

lar 
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lar csiticiftn rfor^f. the. beft it can only 
be feid> that they are not bad ; and per- 
haps only the eighth ajwl the .twenty- 
firft are truly entitled .jt»: this flender. 
conunendation. The fpbrick of ^ (bn^ 
net, however adapted to thelraliaa lan-^ 
guage^ has never fiicc^ede^ i^ oufs, 
which, having greater variety of teririi* 
nation,, requires the rhynies to be of^en^ 
changed. . 

Thofe little pieces may be difpatcl^ed 
without much anxiety ; a greater worl^ 
calls for greater care. I am now to exa- 
mine Farad i/e Lpji ; a poem, whichj^ 
confidered with refpefi: to de^gn^ 
may claim the firft place, and with 
.reipedt to performance the fecon4 

amoing 
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among tke produdions of the human 

By the general coafent of criticks^ 
the firft praife of genius is due to the 
writer of an epick poem, as it requires 
an aflembkge of all the powers which 
are fingly fufficient for other compofi^ 
tionsj Poetry is the art of unitmg plca- 
fure with truth, by calling imagination 
to the help of reafon. Epick poetry 
undertakes to teach the moft important 
truths by the moft pleafing precepts, 
and therefore relates fome great event 
in the moft affedting manner, Hiftory 
muft fupply the writer with the ru- 
diments of narration^ which he muft im- 
prove and exalt by a nobler art, ani- 
mate by dramatick energy, and diver- 

fify 
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Sfy by retfofpedion and anticipation ; 
mcKality muft teach him the exadt 
bauiKi$9 and diiOGbrent fliades^ of vice 
and virtue : from policy^ and the prac- 
tice of life, he has to kam the difcrimi- 
nations of chara&er, and the tendency 
of the paflions, either lingle of com- 
bined ; * and phyfiology muft fupply hinv 
with illuftrations and images. To put. 
thefe materials to poetical ufe, is required 
an imagination capable of painting na- 
ture, and realizing fiftion. Nor is 
he yet a poet till he has attained the 
whole extenfion of his language, diftin- 
guifted all the delicacies of phrafe, and 
all the colours of .words, and learned te 
adjuft their different foui^ls to all the 
varieties of mctricalf modulation. * 

Eoffu 
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Boffu is of opinion that the poet's fir^ 
work is to find a morale which his fable 
Is afterwards to illuftrate and eflablifli. 
This feems to have been the procefs 
only of Milton; the moral of other 
poems is incidental and confequent ; in 
Milton's only it is eflential and intrin- 
fick. His purpofe was the moft ofeful 
and the mod arduous ; to vindicate the 
ways of God to man; to Ihew the rea- 
fonablenefs of religion, and the neceflity 
of obedience t(J the DivineXaw* 

To convey this moral there muft be 
k'fahky a narration artfully conftrudted, 
fo as to excite curiofity, and furprife 
expectation. In this part of his work, 
jMilton miift be confeffed to have 
equalled every other poet. He has in- 
volved 
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VoiVed in his account of the Fall of 
Wan the events which preceded, and 
thofe that were to follow it ; he has in- 
terwoven the whole fyftem of theology 
with fuch propriety, that every part ap- 
pears to be neceffary ^ and fcartelyany re- 
- cital iswifliedfliorter for thefakeofquicfc- 
ening the progrefs of the main aiftbn. 

The fubjedt of an epick poem is na- 
turally an event of great importance. 
That of Milton is not the deftruftion 
of a city^ the conduct of a colony, or 
the foundation of an empire. His fub- 
jedt is the fate of worlds, the revolu- 
tions of heaven and of earth ; rebellion 
againft the Supreme King, raifed by the 
higheft order of created beings; the 
overthrow of their hoft, and the puniih- 

ment 
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mmt:p{^^eiT xuiiae^ the * crqsfion of ^a 
fnew race -of xeafoneble isreaiaiFed 5 4lielt 
origmal happinef$ snd y^noce&aeiy their 
forfeimre of immortality:, jaftd-*heir re- 
.ftoratioix to hape and jpeaoct / . . 
^ ^ Great w^?it5 can be Ji^qjf d or «• 
tarded only by perfons ^ eky^ed dig- 
nity. Before the greataefe ^i^layed in 
Milton's jpocm, all otJher greattiefs 
ihrittkjB away. The weakeft of his agents 
-are the higheft and nobleft of human 
;beiags, the original parents of man- 
kind,; with whofe aftions the elements 
cotifentedj on whofe redlitude, or devia- 
4:lon of will, depended the ftate of ter- 
xeftrial nature, and the condition of all 
4:he future inhabitants of the globe* 

Of 
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Otf the 'Oiiiari f^gittt^^ «, <he pootn^ 

^^Aciclmf tkre .fiicli as k k ki^everoMe 

to xtomQ on. ilight occa&ma^ The n& 

were lower powers^ 

r-of which the leaft dcould wield ' 
trhofe eleinents, and arm him with the 

force 
^f all their regions, 

.powers, which only the controul of 

Omnipotence reilrains from layuig crea^- 

^ion wafte, and filling the vaft expanfc 

M3f fpace with ruin and confufion* To 

vdifplay the motives and actions pf beings 

thus fuperiour, fo far as human reafon 

can examine them^ or human imagina« 

tion reprefent them, is the talk which 

this mighty poet has undertaken and 

performed. 

In 
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In thfc examination of epick pbemr 
mudi' (peculatioti is commonly em- 
ployed upon the chafaSers.- The cha- 
raders in the Paradife Lcfi, which admit 
of exan^inatioDj. are thofe o£ angels and 
of man ; of angels good and evil ; of 
man in his innocent and finful Hate. 

• Among the angels, the virtue of Ra^- 
phael is mild and placid, of eafy con- 
defcenfion and free communication; that 
of Michael is regal and lofty, and, as 
may ftcm, attentive to the dignity of 
his own nature. Abdiel and Gabriel ap- 
pear occafibnally, and aft as every in- 
cident requires ; the foUtary fidelity of 
Abdiel is very amiably painted. 

Of the evil angels the charafters are 
more diverfified. To Satan, as- Addi- 

fon 
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being., .^iltop. -.ha?, beeo .cq;if«re4> Ijjt; 
Clark, for die impiety which. foxnoum^^ 
breaks from Sata,i?'s n^outb. For ther^ 
are thoughts, as he juftly remarks^ wbich 
no 6bfi?rvatioii,of cbarad:er . can juftify,. 
bc;c5£|ufc no, good man would willingly 
perrnit.them to pafs, however tranfient)*. 
ly,, through his own mind. To majke, 
Sofan fpeak as a rebel, without any fijch- 
expreffipns as might taint the reader's . 
imagination^ was indeed one of the 
great dif^culties in Milton's undertaking, 
aad I caenot but think that he has ex- 
trieated himfelf with great happinefs,^. 
There is in Satan's fpeeches little t)iat 
can giye^paia to a pious ear» The Ian- 
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guage of rebellion cannot be the fame 
with that of obedience. The malignity 
of Satan foams in haughtinefe and pb- 
ftinacy; but his expreffions are corri^ 
monly general, and no otherwife oflfe»- 
five than as they a^e wicked.. 

The other chiefs of the eelefliat rc- 
^ bellion are very judicioufly difcripii- 
nated in the firft and fecond books ; ajad 
the ferocious charadter of Moloch ap- 
peai:s, both in the battle and thp coun- 
cil^ with exaft confiftency,r 

To Adam and to Eve are given, 
during their innocence, fuch fentiments 
as innocence can generate and utter. 
Their love is pure benevolence and pu- 
tual veneration; their repafts are with- 
out luxury, and their diligence without 

toil. 
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'»rl. Their addrefles to their Mater 

ha^ little more than the voice of admr- 

ration and gratitude. Fruition left thepi 

Nothing to alk, aiid Innocence lert them. 

nothing to fear. 

But witk guilt enter diff ruff and. dif- 

cord, mutual accufation^ and ftubbom 

fclf- defence ; they regard each other with 

alienated mind5> and dread their Creator 

as the avenger ©f their tranfgreffion^ 

At lafl: they feek ftielter in his mercy, 

foften to repentance, and mek in;Jup- 

' ' . ■..■.■•/* 

fxlieation. Both before and after the 

■ '•' ■' •,■'■''{''•. 
Fall, the fuperiority of Adam is dili^ 

gently fuftatned* 

Of the probable and the marvellous^ 

two parts of a vulgar epick poem^ which 

immerge the critick in deep confider^- 

n X tioa. 
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tion^ the Paradt/e Lofi requires.little tc^ 
be faidf It contains thie hiftory of a 
miracle,; pf Creation and Redemption;, 
it difplays the power and the mercy of 
the Supreme Being ; the probable thcrer 
fore is marvellous, and the marvellpus 
is probable* The fubftance of the nar*- 
native is truth ; and as truth allows na 
choice, it is, like neceffity, fuperior to 
su^e. To the accidental or advcotitious 
parts, a^ ta every thing human, fomc 
flight exceptions may be made. But 
the main fabrick is immovably fup- 
ported. 

It is juflly remarked by Addifon, tha.t 

this poem has, by the nature of its fub- 

jedt, the advantage above all others, 

that it is univerfally and perpetually in- 

^ 7 tcreftmg. 
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iKrefting. All mankind' vvill, thrdugh 
dl' ages, bear the fame relatiotl to Adani" 
:and* to Eve, and miiJ[l partake of t'hat 
.good and evil which extenff to theni- 
felves. • "*' " ' 

Of the machinery y fo called fr6m'©.^o^ 
a^a [JLYTXpcy^gf hy which is meant the' oc- 
cafibnal intefpofition of luperriatural 
power, another fertile topick of criticar 
remarks, here is no* room- to fpeak, be- 
•caufe every thing is done under the im- 
mediate andvifible direftionof Fltavch; 
But the rule is fo far obfervcd, that no 
part of the adtion could have been ac- 
compliihed by any other means. 

Of epifodesy I tliink there are only' 
two, contained in Raphaels relation of 
the war in heaven, and Michafers pro- 
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^etfelJf acwvmt<of the changes to Iwip-- 
pentiS'tMs'Wortd. Bdth ar e cldfely-ooB- 
^A with the great adioxi^ o^e was 
eflary tp Ad^ as a warning, the 
^thbr ias a confolation* 

3^0 the compleatnefs or iniegritjoi 
fhe defign nothing can be objeded; it 
%fk^ dSftinftly and clearly what Ariftdck 
requires, a beginning, a middle, and an 
end. There is perhaps no poem,* of 
the fame length, from which fo littk 
cm be taken without apparent mutila* 
tion. Here are no funeral games, nor 
iff there any long defcription of a-ihield. 
The Ihort digreffions at the beginning 
of the third, feventh, and ninth books, 
might doubtlefs be fpared; but fuper- 
iluities fo beautiful, who wx)uld take 

away ? 
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m^} or who does hot wifti that xk& 
aiubor 0£ the. Iliad ha4 gratifipci'fwoT 
o^ing^ages with a little knewle^ge of 
hkpfelf ? Perhaps no paffages ace/ipprf 
frequently or more attentively read tkmi 
thofe QXtrinfick par^raphs; and, ifncc' 
the end of poetry is pleafure^ tlmt 
caiuiot bt .uapoetical with which ail 4r4 
pleafod.. . . - 

' The. queftions, whether the adionof 
the poem be ilridtly one^ whether the 
poem can be properly termed heroivif 
and who is the hero, are raifed by fvich 
readers as draw their principles of 
judgement rather from booka thaii 
from reafon. Milton, though he intir 
tul(?d Paradi/e Loji only a p9emi yet (wUs 
it himfclf bemck fong* Drj^den, pgtu*- 
n 4 iantly 
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lantly and indecently, denies the heroiibi 
of Adam, becaufe "he .was overcome; 
btot* there is no reafon why the hero 
I ihould not be unfortunate, except efta- 
biiflied pradice, fince fuecefs and virtue 
do not go neceffarily together. Cato is 
the hero of Lucan; but Lucan's au-» 
thority will not be fuffered by Quinti- 
lian to decide* However, if fucccfs be 
neceffary, Adam's deceiver was at lafl: 
cruflied; Adam was reftored to his 
Maker's favour, and therefore may fe- 
curely refume his human rank. 

After the fcheme and fabrick of the 
poem, muft be confidered its compo*. 
nent parts^ the fentiments and the dic- 
tion* 

The 
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Thei /entimentSy as Mpreffivc of nutn** 
ners, or appropriated tp chaxaders^ ^re, 
for the> greater part^ imexceptionabty. 
juft. 

Splendid paflages^ contaiiiu^ leBin^ 
of morality^ or precepts of prudciacey 
occur feldom. Such is thtc origiDai 
formation of this poem, that, as k 
adrtuts no human manners till the 
Fall, it can give little afiiftance to 
human conduQ:. Its end is to raifelthe 
thoughts above fublunary cares or ptearrf 
fures. Yet the praife of that fortL* 
tude, with which Abdiel maintained his 
fingularity of virtue againft the fcorn of 
multitudes, may be accommodated to all 
times ; and Raphael's reproof of Adana.'s 
tcuriofity after the planetary motions, 

with 
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Yf^th th^ airfwer rcjtwned by Adaai^ may 
^^cpijfideijtlf .oppafed to any reler irf 
IBjI'fi^.^iich any poet biis <JdiVer^>, 
. Tte thoughts, whiph are occafionally 
cailod.foirth ia the progrefs^ are fuch as 
<{^ld only be produced by an imagina- 
t^n i» i the . higheft degree, fervid aad 
^ive, to which material-s werefuppHed 
by ineeflaut. ftudy. and unlimited .c^Fiar 
fiiy* :The heat of Milton's aiiind ra^ht 
bil faid to fublimate his karniog, , to^ 
-y^pw off iptQ bis work the fpiritii^fi 
£;iencej unmingled with its, gro^r. 
pa^s. ... 

- . Herhad corifidered creation in its wbc^^; 
extent, and his defcriptions are there* 
fore learned. He had accuftomed bis 
im^iiiation to unreflrained indulgence, 

and 

^ Digitized by CjOOQIC 



^ttd his • toticeptions therefore were • ex^"^ 
tenfive. The charaderiilick quality of 
his poem is foblimity. .He fometimc* 
^efcendfi to the elegant, but his element 
b the great- He can t>ccafionaHy in-^ 
veft himfelf with grace ; but his naturat 
p<m is gigantick loftinefs*-. He can 
pleafe when pleafure is required; but it 
is his peculiar power to aftoniflu ' 

He feems to have been well ac- 
<|Uaint^d With his own genius^ and to^ 
know what it was that Nature had be- 
flowed upon him more bountifully tharf 
upon others; the power of difplaying 
the vaft, illuminating the fplendid, en- 

* Algarotti terms it gigaut^a fuhUmta Milto* 
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forcing the awful, darkening thegloorpiy, 
and aggravating the dreadfial : he there- 
fore chofe a fiibjeft on which too much 
<:ould not be iaid, on which he might 
tire his feocy without the cenfure of ex- 
travagance. 

• The appearances of nature, and the 
«occurrences of life, did- not fatiate his 
appetite •of greatnefs^ To paint things 
:as they are,, requires*^ minute attention, 
.and employs the memory rather than' 
th«. fancy. Mil tori's- delight was to iport 
in the wide regions of pofSbility ; reality 
was a fc^ne too- narrow for' his mind. 
He lent his faculties out upon difcovery, 
into worlds where only imagination can 
travel, and delighted to form new modes 
^of exiftence, and furniih fentiment and 

adion 
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«&ion to fuperior beings, to trace the 
counfels of hell, or accompafty tkc choirs 
^rf heaven* 

Bu£ he could not be ahvays in other 
worlds I he muft fometimes revifit cajrth^ 
and tell of things viiible and known*. 
When he cannot raife wonder by the 
fublimitjr of his mind,, he gives delight 
by its fertiiit)''^ 

Whatever be his fubjedt, he never 
fails to fill the imagination. But his 
images and defcriptions of the fcenes or 
operations of Nature do not feem to be 
always copied from original form, nor 
to have the freihnefs, racinefs, and 
energy of immediate obfervation. He 
faw Nature, as Dryden expreffes it, 
through the fpeSades of booh ; and on 

moll 
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.<2m>£t ioeai6dns''Caite learning tk) hi^ afi- 
4^Spau:tt. Thegardent of Eden " brings 
to hiB mind the vale of £iwj», where 
!£lro£arpifiie ivas gfetherihg. flowers., Sa- 
^air tnftkes hb wiy through fighting ele^ 
jxknb^ like A}rg9 between, the Cyantan 
roeksi tHC Ul^fes between the^ tvitr Srct- 
jyiw/j^ whirlpools'^ when he Ihunned Cha^ 
tyhdis on the larboard. . The^riiytholot- 
gical allufions have been juftly cen^ 
filred^ as. not being alwap uKd v^ith 
IU)tice of their vanity ; but they contrU- 
tute variety to. the narration, and prtt- 
•&iice ^n alternate exercife of the me- 
mory and the fancy* 

His ijmilies are lefs numerous, and 
raoi?e various, than thofe of his prede- 
iCfeiflbgSr ^ But he docs not confine him- 

fd£ 
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&If within the limits* of xipxants com^ 
p^rifjpn i bis great eiccellence is ampli- 
tuck^ and he expands, theadveisbiticnts 
image beyond the dimenfions whiclk thfe 
occafion required*. Thus^. companng 
the Ihield of* Satan to. the oth oftte 
Mpon^ he crowds the inaagitiation tKxth 
the difcovery of the telefcope,. and aU 
the wonders. which the telefcope di&^o 
versv ' ■ ' V 

, .Of his moral fentiments it is hardly 
gifai,r<p, to affirm that they excel thofe of 
all o^her poets ; for this, fuperiority ht 
was indebted to his acquaintance widn 
the facred writings* The ancient epick 
poets, wjuiting the light of Revelation^, 
were very un&ilful teachers of yirtu^ i 
their principal charafters npiay be greats 

but 
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but they are not amiabde. The ijeader 
*ttay rife from their works with a gmator 
degree 'of a&tTe or paffive fortitude^ and 
fometimes of prudence ; but he: will be 
able to carry away few precepts of juf- 
tke, and none of mercy. 
' From the Italian writers it appears, 
fSksitL the advantages of even Chrif- 
tian. knowledge may be pofleffed in vain. 
Ariofto's pravity is generally known.; 
arid though the Deliverance ofJerufaUm 
may be confidered as a facred fubjed:, 
the poet has been very fparing of moral 
infltrudion^ 

in Milton every line breathes fan<9:ity 
of thought, and purity of manners, ex- 
cept when the train of the narration re- 
quires the introduction of the rebellious 

fpirits ; 
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^irits.; and even they are compelled to 
ackno:wledge their fubjeftion to God, in 
fuch a manner as excites reverence and 
confirms piety* 

Of human beings there are but two; 
but thofe two are the parents of man-* 
kind, venerable before their fall for dig- 
nity and innocence, and amiable after 
it for repentance and fubmiffion^ Iii 
their firft ftate their afFeftion is tender 
.without weaknefs, and their piety fub- 
lime without prefumption. When they 
^ave finned, they fliew how difcqrd be- 
gins in natural frailty, and how it ought 
to ceafe in mutual forbearance,; }iow 
confidence of the divine favour, is. for- 
feited by fin, and how hope of pardon 
may be obtained by penitence and 
o prayer. 
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prayer. A ftate of innocence we can 
onfy conceive, if indeed, in our prefent 
mifery, it be poflible to conceive it ; but 
the fentiments and worlhip proper to a 
fallen and offending being, we have all 
to learn, as we have all to pradife. 

The poet, whatever be done, is always 
great. Our progenitors, in their firfl 
ftate, converfed with angels ; eve» when 
lolly and fin had degraded them, they 
had not in their humiliation the port of 
meanfuitors ; and they rife again td re- 
verential regard, when we find that their 
prayers were heard. 

As human paffions did not enter the 

world before the Fall, there is in the 

TaradifeLoJl little opportunity for the 

vpathetick; but what little there is has 

not 
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tw>t been loft* That paffioii which !$ 
^peculiar t© rational nature, th€ anguifli 
arifing from the confcioufnefs of tranf- 
;greffion, and th£f horrours attending the 
ifenfc of the Divine difpleafiire, are very 
juftly ikfcribed and forcibly impreffed. 
48ut t4ie paffions are nwved only on one 
'occafion; fublimity is the general and 
prevailing quality in this poena; fubli- 
mity varioufly modified, fometimes de- 
scriptive, fometimes argumentative* 

The defeats and faults of Paradife 
^Loft, for faults and defefts every work 
of man muft have, it is the bufi- 
tiefs of impartial criticiCn to difcover* 
As, in difpkying the excellence of Mil- 
ton, I have not made long quotations, 
becaufe of felcdting beauties ther-c had 
o z been 
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been no end, I fliall in the fame geneM 
manner mention that which feems to de- 
fcrve cenfure ; for what EngHihman can 
take delight in tranfcribing paffages^ 
which, if they leffen the reputation of 
Milton, diminilh in fome degree the 
honour of our country ? 

The generality of my- fehcme does 
not admit the frequent notice of verbal 
inaccuracies; which Bentley, perhaps 
better ikilled in grammar than in poe- 
try, has often found, though he fome- 
times ma<le them, and which he iria- 
puted to the obtrufibns of a revifer 
whom the author^s blindnefs obliged 
him to employ. A fuppofition ralh and 
■ groundlefs, if he thought it true; and 

vile 
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vile and pernicious, if, as is faid, he in 
private. allowed it to be falfe. 

The plan of Paradife Loji has this 
inconvenience, that it comprifes neither 
human adions nor human manners* 
The man and woman who aft and fuffer, 
are in a ftate which no other man or. 
woman can ever know* The reader 
finds no tranfaftion in which he can be 
engaged ; beholds no condition in which 
he can by any effort of imagination 
place himfelf ; he has, therefore, little 
natural curiofity or fympathy. 

We all, indeed, feel the efTefts of 
Adam's difobedience ;. we all fin like 
^dam, and like him muft all bewail 
our offences ; we have reftlefs and infi- 
dious enemies in the fallen angels, and 
03 in 
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in the bleffed fpirlts we have guardians 
and friends ; in the Redemption of man- 
kind we hope to be included;; and in 
the defcription of heaven and hell we 
arc furely intercfted, as we are all to re- 
fide hereafter either in the regions o£ 
horror or of hlifs. 

But thefe truths arc too important to- 
be new ; they have been taught to our 
infancy; they have mingled with our 
folitary thoughts and familiar converfi- 
tion, and are habitually interwoven with 
the whole texture of life. Being there« 
fare not new, they raife no unaccuftomcd 
emotion in the mind; what we knew 
before we cannot learn ; what is not un- 
cxpcdcd cannot furprife* 

Of 
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. Qf . the i4e,3S fuggcftcd by rjjiefe aw- 
ful feezes, from fame we recede with 
reverisnce, except when ftated hQUi[$ re- 
quiff, their aflbciation^ aqd frofn -others 
vfc ftiTink with hprrpr^ or admit thp;m 
only, as falutary inflifStions, as cpuntei;- 
poifes to our interefts an4 pafljons. Such 
images rather obftrudt the career of fan- 
.cy than incite it. 

.Pleafure and terrour are indeed the 
genuine fources of poetry ; but poetical 
pl^afurq muft be fuch as human irn^ 
giij^tipn can at leaft conceive, and poeti- 
cal terrour fuch as human ftrength and 
fortitude may combat. The good anfl 
evil of Eternity are too ponderous for 
the wings of wit; the mind finks ui^- 
der. them in paffive helplcflhefs, content^ 
o 4 with 
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with calm beKef and humble adora- 
tion. 

Known truths, however, may take ia 
different appearance, and be conveyed 
•^o the mind by a new train of interme- 
diate images. This Milton has under- 
taken*, and performed with pregnancy 
and vigour of mind peculiar ta himfelf. 
Whoever confiders the- few radical pofi- 
'tions which the Scriptures afforded him, 
• will wonder by what energetick operi- 
tion he expanded them to fuch extent, 
and ramified them to fo much variety, 
reflrained as he was by religious revo- 
•rencfe from licentioufnefs of fidtion. 

Here is a full difj^lay of the united 
'force of ftudy and genius ; of a grent 
accumulation of materials, with judge^ 

ment 
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ment to digeft, and fancy to combine 
them : Milton was able to feleft from 
•nature, or from flory, from ancient 
fable, or from modem fcience, what- 
ever could illuftrate or adorn his 
thoughts. An accumulation of kno^v- 
ledge impregnated his mind, fermented 
by ftudy, and fublimed by imagina*-, 
tion. 

It has been therefore faid,. without an 
indecent hyperbole, by one of his enco- 
miafts, that in reading Paradife Lojl we. 
read a book of univerfal knowledge. 

But original deficience cannot be fupr 
plied. The want of human in tereft is always 
felt. Paradife Loft is one of the books 
which the reader admires and lays down, 
and forgets to take up again. Its perufal. 

is 
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is a dutyjather than a pleafure. Wc 
read Milton for inftrudion, retire har- 
raffed and overburdened, and look elfe- 
where for recreation; we defJert our 
mailer, and feek for companions. 

Another inconvenience of Milton's de- 
fign is, that it requires the defcripticxi 
of what cannot be defcribed, the agency 
of fpirits. He faw that immateriality 
fupplied no images, and that he could 
not fliow. angels afting but by inftru- 
ments of adion ; he therefore invefted 
them with form and matter. This, being 
nccefiary, was therefore defenfible ; and 
l>e ftiould have fecured the confillency 
of his fyflem, by keeping immateriality 
out of fight, and enticing his reader to 
drop it from his thoughts. But he has 
S unhap- 
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unhappily perplexed his poetry with hish 
philofophy.. His infernal and celeftial 
powers are fometimes ^ure fpirit, and 
fometimes animated body. When Satan 
walks with his lance upon the burning 
marky he has a body ;. when in his paf- 
fegjB between hell and the new world, 
he is in danger of finking in the va- 
euity, and is fupported by a guft of 
rifing vapours, he has a body ; when he 
animates the toad, he feems to be mere 
fpirit, that can penetrate matter at plea- 
fiire; when htjiarts up h^his Qwnjhapiy 
he has at leaft a determined form ;. and 
when he is brought before Gabriel, he 
has a/pear andjhieldy which he had the 
power of hiding in the toad, though the 

arms 
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arms of the contending angels are evi^-- 

dently material. 

The vulgar inhabitants of Pandaemo- 
nium being incorporeal fpirits, are at 
large, though without number y in a limited 
fpacc; yet in the battle, wlien they 
were overwhelmed by mountains, their 
armour hurt them, crujhed in upon their 
fubjlancey now grown grofs by Jinning* 
This likewife happened to the uneor- 
rupted angels, who were overthrown 
the fooner for their , armsy for «/;;- 
armed they might eajily as fpirits have 
evaded by contradion, or remove. Even 
as fpirits they are hardly fpirituaH for 
contraction and remove are images of mat- 
ter; but if they could have efcaped 
without their armour, they might have 
7 efcaped 
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efcaped from it, and left only the empty 
cover to be battered. Uriel, when he 
rides on a fun-beam, is material: Sata^ 
is material when he is afraid of the 
prowefs of Adam. 

The confufion of fpirit and matter 
which pervades the whole narration of 
the war of heaven fills it with incon- 
gruity.; and the book, in which it is 
related, is, I believe, the favourite 
of children, and gradually neglefted as 
knowledge is increafed. 

After the operation of immaterial 
agents^ which cannot be explained, may 
be confidered that of allegorical perfons, 
which have no real exiftence. To exalt 
.caufes into agents, to inveft abllrafl: 
ideas with form, and animate them with 

a^H 
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Naftivky^ has always been the r'jght of 

poetry. . ^BvA liich airy beings are, for 

the ttiofl: pai?t, fuiFered doJy tb do their 

^Brttural Oiffi^t? and retire* Thus "fame 

•tells a tale, and Viftory hovers over a 

.gcficral^ or pcarches on a ftandard ; but 

£axiie ajsd Vidaary caa do no nidre. To 

.^grre than any real employment, or 

«fcribfi to them any material agency, is 

^to notk^ them alkgorical no longer, but 

^to ihock the miod by afcribing eff^&s to 

non-entity. In the Prometheus of Mkkif- 

lus, we fee Vbletue and Strength^ and in 

the Mcejlis'tA Euripide% ive fee Hie&th 

brought iipon the ftage, all as atftirft 

perions of the drama; biKtmoppeoedents 

^can jwftify abfurdity, 

MiU 
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Milton*& allegory of Sin and Death i» 
undoubtedly faulty. Sin i$ indeed tkt 
mother of Death, and may be allowed 
to be the portrefs of hell ; but when 
they flop the journey of Satan, a journey 
defcribed as real, and when Death offers 
him battle, the allegory is broken. That 
Sin and Death fliould have ihewn th« 
way to hell might have been allowed i 
but they cannot facilitate the paflage by 
building a bridge, becaufe the difficulty 
of Satan's paflage is defcribed as real and 
fenfible, and the bridge ought to be only 
figurative. The hell aiEgned to the re-^ 
bellious fpirits is defcribed as not left 
local than the refidence of man. It i^ 
placed in fome diftant part of fpace, fe* 
parated from the regions of harmony 

and 
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and order by a chaotick wafte and *an 
unoccupied vacuity ; but Sin and Death 
worked up a mole of aggregated Joily ce- 
mented with afpbalius I a work too 
bulky for ideal archite<9:s. 

This unlkilful allegory appears to me 
©ne of the greateft faults of the poem ;' 
and to this there was no temptation, but 
the author's opinion of its beauty. 

To the condudt of the narrative fome 
ebjcdlions may be made. Satan is with 
great expeiftation brought before Ga- 
briel in Paradife, and is fuffered to go 
away unmolefted. The .creation of man 
is reprefented as the confequence of the 
vacuity left in heaven by die expulfion 
of the rebels, yet Satan mentions it as a 
ieport rife in heaven before his departure. 

To 
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To 'find feat2tnents,fbr the ftate of in- 
nocenne^ was .very difficult; &ad fome* 
thing of anticipadon perhaps is now and 
then difeovered* .^darn's difcourfe o£ 
dreanis feems not to be the fpeculation 
of a ikcw-rcreated :bcing« I ,know not 
whether his an^er to the angel's re- 
proof for • curipfity does not want fome- 
thk^ of propriety : it is the fpeech of a 
main acquainted with many other men. 
SoiTbe philoibphical notions^ efpecially 
when the philofophy is fdfe, rtiight havfc 
been better omitted. The angel, in a 
comparifon, fpeaks of timorous deer^ be- 
fore deer were yet timorous, and before 
Adam could underiland the compa- 
rifon, 

p Dry- 
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Pryden rqmiarks, that Milton has fome 
flats among his elevations. Thi§ is only 
to lay that all the parts are not equal. 
In every work one part muft be.for-the 
fake of others ; a palace muft have paf* 
f^ges; a pgem; muft have tranfitions* 
It is no more to be required that wit 
fliould always be blazing, than that thip 
fun ihould always. (land at noon. \ki a 
great work there is a viciffitud?. x>f . lu» 
minous and opaque parts, as there is in 
the world a fucceffion of day and night* 
Milton, when he has expatiated in the 
Iky^ may be allowed fometimes to rc- 
vifit earth ; for what other author ever 
foared fo high, or fuftaincd his flight fo 
long ? 

• Mil. 
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Milton, being well verfed in the Ita- 
lian poets, appears to have borrowed 
often from them ; and, as every man 
JearnS' fomething from his companions, 
his defire of imitating Ariollo's levity 
has difgraced his work with the Paradife 
of Fools '^ a fiftion not in itfelf ill-ima- 
gined,* but too ludicrous for its place. 

His play on words, in which he de- 
lights too often; his equivocations which 
Bentley endeavours to defend by the 
example of the ancients ; his unneceflary 
and nngraceful ufe of terms of art, it is 
not necelTary to mention, becaufe they 
are eafily remarked, and generally cen- 
fured,' and at laft bear fo little propor- 
tion to the whole, that they fcarcely de- 
fcrve the attention of a critick. 

p % Such 
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Such are the faults of that wonder- 
ful performance Paradife Loft; which 
he who can put in b^tence with its 
beauties mufl: be confidered not as nice 
but as dull, as lefs to be cenfured for 
want of candour than pitied for want 
of fenfibility. 

Of Paradife Regained^ the general 
judgement feems now to be right, that it 
is in many parts elegant, and every-whcre 
inftrudive. It was not to be fuppofed 
that the writer of Paradife Lofi could 
ever write . without great effufions of 
fancy, and exalted precepts of wifdom. 
The bafis of Paradife Regained is nar* 
TOW ; a dialogue without afiion can 
never pleafe like an union of the nar- 
rative and dramatick powers* Had this 

poem 
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poem been written not by Milton, but 
by feme imitator, it would have claimed 
and' received univerfal praife, 

If Paradife Regained has been top 
much depreciated, Sam/on A^onijies has 
in requital been too much admired. It 
could only be by long prejudice, and 
the bigotry of learning, that Milton 
could prefer the ancient tragedies, with 
their encumbrance of a chorus, to the 
exhibitions of the French and Englifh 
ftages ; and it is only by a blind confi- 
dence in the reputation of Milton, that 
a drama can be praifed in which the in- 
termediate parts have neither caufe nor 
confequence, neither haften nor retard 
the cataftrophe.' 

PS l^ 
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In this tragedy are however many 
particular beauties, many juft fentinients 
and ftriking lines; but It wants that 
power of attradting the attention which 
a well-connedted plan produces. 

Milton would not have excelled lu 
dramatick writing ; he knew human na- 
ture only in the grofs, and had never 
ftudied the ihades of character, nor the 
combinations of concurring, or the per- 
plexity of t:ontending pafBons. He had 
read much, and knew what books could 
'teach; but* had mingled little in the 
'^ world, and was deficient in the know- 
ledge which experience muft confer. 
' Through all his greater works there 
prevails 9n uniform peculiarity of 2);V- 

tion. 
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(ion, a mode and eaft pf expreffion 
which bears little refemblance to that of 
any former writer, and which is fo far 
removed from common ufe, that an 
unlearned reader, when he firft opens 
his book, finds himfelf furprifed by a 
new language. 

This novelty has been, by thofe who 
can find nothing wrong in Milton, im- 
puted to his laborious endeavours after 
wprds. fuitable to the grandeur of his 
ideas. Our language, fays Addifon, funk 
under hlnu But the truth is, that, both in 
profc and verfe, he had formed his ftilc 
.by a perverfe and pedantic!^ principle* 
. He was defirous to ufc Engliih words 
with a foreign idiom. This in. all his 
profe is difcovered and condemned ; fop 
p 4 there 
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there judgement' operates freely, neither 
foft^ed by the beauty nor awed 'by the 
dignity of his thoughts; but fuch » 
the power of his poctiry, thit his cal4. 
is obeyed without refiftance, the reader 
feels himfelf in captivity to a higher 
and a nobler mind, and criticifm fink» 
in admiration. 

Milton's ftile was not modified by hi^ 
fubjefl: : what is Ihown with greater ex- 
tent in Paradife Lofty may be found in 
Gomus. One fource of his peculiarity 
was his familiarity with the Tufcan 
poets: the difpofitibn of his words is, 
I think, frequently Italian; perhaps 
fometimes combined vnth other tongues* 
Of him, at laft, may be faid what Jon* 
fon &ys of Spenfer^ that be wtoti fi$s 
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kng^a^e^ \m has for^xtd Ythsi^Butkn 

80d b^rb^ous; but made by exaked 
genius, a?]|d extenfive karniug^ the ve^ 
hide of ,fo oiiucH inftru&ion aa4 fcr 
much pleafure, that, like otJi^E lov^rSj^ 
we; find grace ii\ its deforn^ity^ 

Whatever be the faults of ha$dia4om, 
he cannot want the praife of oopiovf^ 
nqfs and variety : he wa$ mafter of biu. 
language in its full extent;, and has fc"* 
k&ed the melodious words with fuch 
diligence, that from his boofc. alone thc^ 
Art of Engliih Poetry m%ht be learned* 

Afttr his di&on, fpmething mi«ft b^ 
faid of his verjificatiom The mea/ur^r 
he fays, « ih Eriglijh hsmckverft witb^ 
$ut rhyme. Of this mode he had many 

exam* 
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examples among the Italians^ and Tome 
in his own country* The earl of Surry 
.is feid to have tranflated one of Virgil's 
books without rhyme; and, befides our 
tragedies^ a few Ihort poems had ap- 
peared in blank verfe ; particularly one 
tending to reconcile the nation to Ra* 
leigh's wild attempt upon Guianai and 
probably written by Raleigh himfelf. 
Thefe petty performances cannot be fup- 
pofed to have much influenced l^ilton, 
who more probably took his hint froip 
Trtfino's Italia Liherata; and^ 6nding 
blank verfe eafier than rhyme, wasde- 
firous of perfuading himfelf that it is 
better. 

• Hhyme, he lays, and fays truly, U no 
ncjcepfxy adjuna^of Jrue pcihy^ . But per-. 

haps, 
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liaps, of poetry as a mental operatidil, 
metre or mufick is no neceffary ad- 
junct : it is however by the niufick of 
metre that poetry has been difcriminatetl 
in all languages ; and in languages me- 
lodioufly conftruded, by a due propor- 
tion of long and fliort fyllables, metre 
iis fufficrent. But one tangiiage cannot 
communicate its rules to another : whete 
metre is.fcanty and imperfedt, fome. 
help'fe neceffary. The mufick of the 
' Eftglilh heroick line ftrikes the ear fo 
faintly riiat it is ealily loft, unlefs all the 
fylfebles of every line co-operate toge- 
ther : this co-operation can be only ob- 
tained by the prefervation of every verfe 
unmingled with another, as a'diftinft 
fyftem of founds; and this diftihftikfs is 

, Ob- 
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obtained and preferved by the artifice of 
rhjrme. The variety of paufes, fo much 
boafted by the lovers of blank verfe,. 
ehanges the meafures of an Englifh poet 
to the periods of a declaimer ; and there 
are only a few fkilful and happy readers 
trf Milton, who enable their audience to 
perceive where the lines end or begin. 
Blank verfe J faid an ingenious critick, 
fitms to be verfe only to the eye. 

Poetry may fubfift . without rhyme, 
but Engliih poetry will not often pleafe ; 
nor can rhyme ever be fafely fpared but 
where the fubje<9: is able to fupport it- 
felf. Blank verfe makes fome approach 
to that which is called the lapidary Jiile ; 
has 'neither the eafinefs of profe, nor 
the melody of numbers, and therefore 

tires 
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tires by long 'continuance. Of the Ita- 
lian writers without rhyme, whom Mil- 
ton alleges as precedents, notone is po- 
pular ; what reafon could urge in its 
defence, has been confuted-by the ear. 
- But, whatever be the advantage of 
rhyme, I cannot prevail on myfelf to 
wifli that Milton had been a rhymer; 
for I cannot wilh his work to be other 
than it is; yet, like other heroes, he is 
to be admired rather than imitated. 
He that thinks himfelf capable of afto- 
iiiihing, may write blank verfe; but 
thofe that hope only to pleafe, muft con- 
defcend to rhyme. 

• The higheft praife of genius is origi- 
nal invention. Milton cannot be faid to 
% have 
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have contrived the ftrudxire of an epicfc 
poem,.. and therefore muft yield to that 
vigour and amplitude of mind to which 
all generations muft be indebted for 
the art of poetical narration, for the 
texture of the fable, the variation of in- 
cidents, the . interpofition or tlialogue^ 
and all the ftratagems that furprife ahd 
enchain attention. But, of all the bor-* 
rowers from Homer, Milton is perhaps 
the leaft indebted. He was naturally a 
thinker for himfelf, confident of his 
own abilities, and difdainful of help or 
hindrance : he did not refufe admifiion 
to the thoughts or images of his prede- 
ceflbrs, but he did not feek them. 
From his contemporaries he neither 

courted 
7 
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courted nor received fupport; there i3 
in his writings nothing by which, the 
pride of other authors might be gra* 
tified, or favour gained ; no exchange 
of praife, nor felicitation of fupport. 
His great works were performed un^- 
der difcountenance, and in blindnefs, 
but difficulties vanilhed at his touch; 
he .was born for whatever is arduous, 
and his work is not the greatcft of 
hyeroick poems, only becaufe it is not 
tbefirft. 



^v^^^^ 
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OF the great author of Hudibras. 
th^rc is a life prefixed to the later 
edition of his poem, by an unknown 
writer, and therefore of difputable au- 
thority ; and fome account is incidentally . 
given by Wood, who confeiTes the un- 
certainty of his own narrative; more 
however tl>an they knew cannot now be 
learned, and nothing remains but to 
compare and copy them. 

SAMUEL BUTLER was born in 
theparifhof Strenfliam in Worceflerlhirc, 

yoL.VL b ac- 
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according to his biographer, in 1612; 
but Mfr Lenguevilk^ ^ ion of ButkrV 
principal friend, informed the author 
of the ^* General Diftionary*' that he 
was-bWn i» 'l6ocv- ' 

His father's condition is varioufly re- 
pteffenttd. Woo^ ftientions him ai 
cempetently weakhy; but the othef 
ftys-he-wjls ah hcmeft farmer with fimi^ 
fmall elState, wh6 made a Qiift to edu- 
cate his fen a^t tktii gtkttitti^t-ftiL&ot of 
Wbrcfefler, undfer Mr. Henry Bright, 
fh)m whofe care hi removed for a fliort 
time te Gambridg*,» bm^ for want 6f 
rtioney^ Was never madd a iljtmtj^ef ^i 
any college. W^dd leaves us ^rathef 
doiuBtftrl whet-fcer he went to Gambridgc 
or Osford ; biat at iaft makes him pafs 

fix 
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^x or feven ydatd at Cambridge, with-' 
out knowing in what hall or college : 
y«t,it cad harcUy be' imagined that he 
lived fo long in either univerfity, but as* 
'belonging td dne houfe or another j 
and it ift flill M% likely that he could 
hme fo long ifchiibked a place of learn- 
ing with fo little diilin<2ion as to leave 
his refidence uiiceftain. 

Wood has hi^ ifrformdtion from his 
^jrother, whofe narrative placed him at 
Cambridge, in oppofition to that of his 
ndghbouts which feht him to Oxford, 
The btothef'^ feenls the beft atuthoritjr, 
till, by confeffing hf9 inability to telt 
his hall or college, h6 gives reafon U 
fiafpeft that he was refolved to beftov^ 
on him an academical education ; but 
b 2 ' durft 
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dutft^not name avcollcge, for fear of 
deteftiott. 

. ,He was for fome ttimfe, according to 
tte author of his life, clerk to Mk. 
JffFerys of Earl's-Croom in Worcefter- 
fiiite, an eminent juftice.of the peace. 
In his fervic^ he had not only leifure 
for ftudy, but for recreation : his amufc- 
ments were mufick and painting ; and 
the reward * of his pencil was the 
friendlhip of the celebrated Cooper. 

He was afterwards admitted into 
the iamily of the .countefs .of Kent, 
where he had the ufe of a library ; and 
fo much recommended himfelf to Sel- 
den, that he was roften employed by 
him in literary bufinefs, -Selden, as is 
well known, was fteward to xhe coun- 
3 tefs. 
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•fefi, tnd' is fuppofed to have gained 
much of his wealth by managing heir 
eftate*- 

Ih what charad&r BiitFer was ad- 
mitted into that ladyV fervice, how 
Ibng he continued in it, and why he left 
. Tt, is, like the other incidents- of his 
life, utterly ^unknown.. 

The vicilHtud'es of his condition- 
placed him aftewards in the family of 
Sir Samuel Luke, one of Cromwel's 
officers. Here Ke obferved fo muth of 
the charader of the fedtaries, that he 
is faid to have written^ or begun his 
poem afthis time; and it is likely that 
fiich. a defign would be formed in a 
place where he faw the principles and 
prances of the rebels, ' audacious- and^ 
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iundifgulfed in the ^onfidenq^- pf ^fijkCf^ 
cefe. V 

At length the king returned^, a^ 
thje time came in. which loyalty- h^ped: 
for its. reward.. Butler, hpwever^ wai& 
only J3iade fecretary to the eaxl of Car- 
bury^ prefident of th^ principality of 
Wales; who conferred on him the: 
ftewardlhip of Ludlow C^ftle, whea: 
the Court of the Marches was rjevived- 

In this part of his life, he married' 
Mrs. Herbert, a gentlewoman of ?:> 
good •family; and lived, fays Wood,,, 
upon her fortune, having ftjjdipd tbp 
common law, but never pra<Stifed it.^ 
A fortune Ihe had, fays his biographer^ 
J)ut it was loft by bad fecyrities. 

In 
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"Jn. i^3 wafi ;pHtlifee4 the firfl part, 
RGHtgipii^ thpci? cantp$, pf :ttv? f^Qem o£ 
Hv4U>ras, ^bifib* a$ Piikm: relate^, ya» 
pa^d^ ki¥>wn ^.cpwrt;. by tb«;^|^ aa4 
JAftij/^Dpeof the ?^rl:of Por% ;Whea 
k ^^g: known, it wn^ gneceflarily ad^ 
mired : the kmg quoted^ tjje c<?Uj:tier$ 
Audied, wad -the wfeole pafty of the 
roy^kJifts applauded it. Every eye 
<«r4tcbed for the gplden Ihower which 
W^s fo fall Upon A^ author, who cef- 
t^ilily ^as not without hi^ p^rt m the 
g^erel eype^^tiOa'. 

In 1664 the fecond pfirt appewied; 
tk^ ityripfity of the oatiqn was rc- 
Jdndled, ^nd <h^ ivriter w§i8 ^ain 
pwftd and et^e4. But pr^ife was 
his wfaak reward. CJarendon, fays 
b 4 Wood, 
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Wbod> gave him reafon to hope* for 
** pjaees and employments of value and 
^* credit ;*' but no fueh advantages did 
he ever obtain^. It is rej)orted that rile- 
ting once gave him three Hundred 
guineas; but of this- temporary bounty 
I find no proof. 

Wood relates that he was fecretary 
to Villiers duke of Buckingham, when 
he was Chancellor of Cambridge : thi* 
is doubted by the other writer, who yet 
allows the duke to have been his fre* 
quent benefador. That both thefe ao 
counts are fiilfe there is reafon to 
llifpeft, from a ftory told by Packe, in 
hia account of the life of Wycherley, 
and from fome verles which Mr.Thyer 
has publiihed in the author's remains* 

« Mr- 
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♦< Mr. Wychcrley/VfiiysPackc, "had 
** always laid hold of any opportunity 
^ which offered of peprefeiiting to thd 
** duke of Buckingham how well Mr; 
** Butlep had' deferred' of the royal fa- 
^mily, by writing his inimitable Hu- 
^* dibras ; and that it was*a reproach to 
*^ the court that a perfon of his loyalty 
^* and wit ftiould fuffer in- obfcuritj'^; 
^^ and under the wants he di|d. Th6 
^♦duke always feemed to hearken to 
^^' him with attention enough; and, af*- 
*^ tcr fome time, undertook to recom^ 
*^ mend his pretenfions to- his majefty. 
*^ Mr. Wychcrley, in* hopes to keej^ 
f^ him fteady to his word, obtained of 
^ his grace ta name ^ a day, when he 
^ might introduce thatmodeft and un«^ 

'^ fortunate 
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f^ forQioatt^ jKKi: to Im npw p«ww. At 
^^ laA an ^ppouitcaqot w^^ *i*de, and 
*^ the place irf meeting was agpeg^ » 
f^ he thue il«b«;nck. Mr*: Butter gad 
f^ his frknd attend^ actordingly : the 
f^ diike joined them ; l*>t, 9$ the d*-l 
^^ would kfiYit it, the door «rf th^e fppm 
♦^ whcirc they fat was vopeji, and his 
*^ grace, who had fe;ated himfelf near 
^^ it, ohferving a pimp of ;hi3 jicqu^iH- 
^* tanoe (Ae creatwe too was a kni^t) 
.^^trip by with a bra« lof ladies, im- 
f^ mediadiely qimted hi^ engagement, t5 
.^ foUow aiotheT tiod.of b^afinefis, at 
^^ which hfi wsas mpre ready thaw ia 
^^ doing goo^ offices to men of defert; 
*^ though no one was better qualified 
^^ than he, -both in regard to his for- 
*. ' " tunc 
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^ tyn^ md uoderfianding^ to ptxstedb 
^ t^em $ aod fi^doa that dme to the day^ 
*^ pf hi? <ltf»th^ poor 2ut|er never fouadi 
.V th^ tefft effedt of his pramife ir 

Sucji. U the ftory*. The vei&s arc 
written with a degree gf acrimony,, 
jdich as^ neglQ(% and difappointme^t 
might naturally excite ; and fuch as it 
would b^ hard to imagke Butler ca- 
pable of expseffing again^ ia man who^ 
had any claim to his gratitude. 

Noi:wi]thfl;anding tiais ^ifGouragemeot 
asad ne^^&y he fiill pcofeouted his de- 
%n;. and in 1.678 pubiiihed the third 
part, which ftill leaves the poem im- 
Kerfeft And abrupt,. Haw much more. 
k^ ODginally intend^, or with what 

events 
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events the ^ion was to be cohGltuIed!^ 
it is vain to conjedure^^ Nor can it Bfe 
thought fbrange that he ihould flop here, 
however unexpeftedly. To write witlT- 
out reward is fuiEciently unpleafing; 
•and, if his birih be placed right by Mr. 
Xongueville, he had^now arrived at an 
age when he might well think it proper 
to, be in jelt no longer. 

He died in 1660; and Mr« Longue- 
ville,. having unfucccisfully folicited a 
fubfcription for his interment inWcft- 
minfter Abbey^ buried him at his own 
cojft in the church-yard of Covent Gars- 
den. Dr«.SimoA Patrick readi the fer«» 
vice. 

About jSxty years afterwards", Mr* 
Barber,, a primer,, mayor <rf Londo»i 

and^ 
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^d a friend to Mr. Butler'^s principles^ 
beftowed on him a monument in Wefl- 
minfter Abbey-, ^hus infcribed^ 

SAMUELIS BUTLERT, . 

Qui Strenjhamia in agro Vigorn. nat. 16125^ 

.^iit Lond. I-68q* 

Tir do£tus imprimis, .acer, integer^ 

' Operibuslngenii, non item prsemiis, foelix:: 

Satyrid zi^ud nosCarminis Artifexegregius ; 

Quo fimulatae ReIigionisl.arvarti detraxit;, 

Et Perduellium fcelera liberrinie exijgitavit^ 

Scnptorum in fuo gcnere, ftinifus et Poftremus, 

Ne, ciii vivo deerant ferS omnia, 

' Deeflet etiam mortuo Tumulus, 

Hoc tandem pofito marmore, curavit 

JohANNES Bar&erj CivisZi?»i?//?^^JE, 1 72 u 

Aft€ir 
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After bis de^h wef©' publifliifed thtee 
:imall volume&of his pofthvtoiouB works^ 
I know ROt by. whom Golle&e4> dt by 

what authority afcertained ; and, lately^ 
two volumes. more have been printed 
by Mr. Thyer of Manchefter, indu- 
•l^itably, genuine. From none of thefe 
pieces can his life be traced, orhis cha- 
^radter difcovered. Some verfes, in 
>the laft Golled:ion, fliew him' to have 
ibeeii among thofe who ridiculed the 
ilnfiitution of the Royal Society, of 
which the enemies were for fome time 
-very numerous and very acrimonious, 
for what reafon it is hard to conceive, 
:fince the philofophers profeffed not ta 
advance dodrines, but to produce fafts^ 
and the moft zealous enemy of innova- 
« ' tion 
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tfeft mxtA admit the gridual progrefe o? 
experience, htwcrer he may &pj>de hy^ 

pbthetical tcfrherityi 

- In thh fflrft of obfcurify i^affed thtf ' 
life of Btrtlei", a matt whdfe iriirie tatt* 
ottif pefiih. with his language. Thd' 
chtte of his btrtfc is doxthtM ; the modi?^ 
a«d piaee of his edttcfttlon are un*<- 
faK)Wft; the eventt o£ Ki^ life afe VaM- 
rk^fly rekted ; aitd all that can be toldf ' 
with eertainty i$, that he w^s p6^r. 



T H E poem! of Htidlbt» is one oft 
tbofe compofitkms of which a- naidm> 
iHay jufily boa^^ ai the images^whieh^ 
it exhibiti are domeftick^ the . fdnti^'^ 

ments 
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ments unborrowed and unexpe(fted, and 
tbe ilrain erf" didlion original and pecu- 
liar. We muft not, however, fuffer the 
pride which we affume as the country* 
men of Butler to make any encroach- 
ment upon juftice, nor appropriate thofie 
honours which others have a right to 
Ihare. The poem of Hudibras is not 
wholly Eqgliih; the original idea is to 
be found in the hiftory of Don Quixote^ 
^ book to which a mind of the greateft. 
»|)owers may be indebted without dif- 
^race. 

Cervantes fliews a man, who, having, 
J%.thc inceffant perufal of .incrediUlc 
tales, fubjefted his underftanding to^ 
his imagination, aad familiarifed his 
4iiind by pertinacious meditation to think 

on 
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«of incredible events and fceriesof im- 
poffibie exigence, goes out in the pride 
-of knighthood, to redrefs wrongs, and 
defend virgins, to refcue captive prin- 
ceffes, and tumble ufurpers from their 
thrones; attended by a fquire, whofc 
cunning, too low for the fufpicion of a 
,gewrous mind, enables him often to 
cheat his mailer^ 

The hfero of Butler h a Prefbyteriaii 
Juftice, who, in th^ confidence of legal 
authority, and the rage of zealous igno- 
rance, ranges the country to reprefs fii- 
perftition and correct abufes, accompa- 
nied by an Independant clerk, difputa- 
tious and'Obftinate, with whom he oftea 
debates', but never conquers hitn^ 

Cervantes had fo much kindnefs for 
Don Quixote, that, however he em- 

VoL.VI. c Dgtzedby^arraflefi 
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barraffes him with abfurd diftrefles, he 
gives him fo much fenfe and virtue 
as may preferve our efteem : wherever 
he is, or whatever he does, he is made 
by matchlefs dexterity commonly ridi- 
culous, but never contemptible. 

But for poor'Hudibras, his poet had 
no tendernefs : he chufes- hot that any ^ 
pity fliould be fliewn or refped: paid 
him : he gives him up at once to laugh- 
ter and contempt, without any quality 
that can dignify or prote(3:'him. 

In forming the character of Hudi- 
bras, and defcribing his perfon and ha- 
biliments, the author feems to labour 
with a tumultuous confufion of difSmi- 
lar ideas. He had read the hillory of the 
mockknights-errantjheknewthenotions 

and 
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and manners of a prelbyterlan ma- 
giftrate, and tried to unite the abfur- 
dities of both, however diftant, in one 
perfonage. Thus he gives him that pe- 
dantick oftentation of knowledge which 
has no relation to chivalry, and loads 
him with martial- encumbrances that 
can add nothing to his civil dignity- 
He fends him out a €ohnelRngy and yet 
never brings him within fight of war. 

If Hudibra^ be confidered as the re- 
prefentative of the Prelbyterians, it is 
not eafy to fay why his weapons fhould 
be reprefented as ridiculous or ufelefs ; 
for, whatever judgement might be paffed 
upon their knowledge or their argu- 
ra:enti5, experience had fufficiently ihowti 
•c z that 
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believe every reader regrets the paucity 
. of events, and complains that in the 
poem of Hudibras, as in the hiftory of 
Thucydides, there is more faid than 
done. The fcenes are too feldom 
changed, and the attention is tired with 
long converfation. 

It is indeed much more eafy to form 
dialogues than to contrive adventures* 
Every pofition makes way for an argu- 
ment, and every objeftion diftates an 
anfwer^ When two difputants are en- 
gaged upon a complicated and exten- 
five queftion, the difficulty is not to 
continue but to end the controverfy. 
But whether it be that we comprehend 
tut few of the poffibilities of life,, op 
that life itfelf affords little variety, every 

man 
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man who has tried know? how much 
labour it will coft to form fuch a com- 
bination of circumftances, as fhall have 
at once the grace of novelty and credi- 
bility, and delight fancy without vio- 
lence to reafon. 

Perhaps the dialogue of this poem is 
riot perfedt. Some power of engaging 
the attention might have been added to 
it, by quicker reciprocation, by fea- 
fonable interruptions, by fudden quef- 
tions, and by a nearer approach to dra- 
matic fpritelinefs ; without which, fie- 
tftious fpeeches will always tire, how- 
ever fparkling with fentences, and how- 
ever variegated with allufionS. 

The great fource of pleafure is va- 
riety. Uniformity muft tire at 1-af!, 
c± p though 
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though it be uniformity, of. excellence*. 
We Ipye.to ex;peft; and, when expefta- 
tpn i?. diftppoiiitcd or gratified, we 
want, to be again expedjng. For this* 
impatience of. the prefent, whoever; 
would pleafe, mull make provifion^. 
The ikjlful writer, irritaiy mulcet, makes 
a due diftribution.of the ftill and. ani- 
mated parts. It is for want of this 
artful intertexturc, and th<^e neceffary 
changes^ that the whole of a book may 
be tedious, though all the parts arc 
praifed. 

If unexhauftible wit could give per- 
petual pleafure, no eye would ever leave-, 
half-read the work of Butler ; for what 
poet has ever brought fo many remote 
images fo happily together ? It is fcarce- 

It 
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ly poffible to perufe a pag<? MrithoutJ 
%iding fome aflbciation of images that: 
was never fourad heforci By the firftt 
paragraph the reader- is amvifed, by the* 
next he- iS: delighted, and by a fewr 
q^ore ftrained to aftonifliment ; biit afta-^ 
nilhment is a tcrilfome pleafure : he isi 
foon weary of wondering, and longs to^ 
be diverted*. 

Omnia vult belle Matho dieere, die ' 
aliquando 
Et bene, die neutrum, die aliquando. 
male. 

Imagination is ufelefs without know- 
ledge : nature gives in vain the power* 
of combination, unlefs ftudy and obfer- 
vation fupply materials to be combined.. . 

Butler's 
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Butler's treafures of knowledge appear 
proportioned to his expence : whatever 
topick employs his mind, he Ihews him- 
felf qualified to expand and illuftrate 
it with all the acceffories that books 
can furnilh : he is found not only to 
have travelled the beaten road, but the 
bye-paths of literature; not only to 
have taken general furveys, but to have 
ejcamined particulars with minute in- 
fpedtion. 

If the French boafl: the learning of 
Rabelais, we need not -be afraid of con- 
fronting them with Butler. 
" But the moft valuable parts of his per- 
formance are thofe which retired ftudy 
and native wit cannot fupply. He that 

merely makes a boak from books may 
^ be 
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be ufeful, but can fcarcely be great.. 
Butler had not fuffered life to glide 
befide him unfeen or unobferved. He 
had watched with great diligence the 
operations of human nature, and traced 
the effedb of opinion, humour, inte- 
left, ind paffion. From fuch remarks 
proceeded that great number of fenten- 
tious diftichs which have paffed into 
converfation, and are added as prover- 
bial axioms to the general ftock of 
praftical knowledge- 

When any work has been viewed and 
admired, the firfl: queftion of intelligent 
curiofity is, how was it performed > 
Hudibras was not a hafly effufion; it 
was not produced by a fudden tumulJ 
of imagination, or a fliort paroxyfm of 

violent 
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violent Hibour, To accumulate fifch a 
mafs of fcntiments at the call of acci- 
dental' defire, of of fudden liecefEty, is 
beyond the reach andpower of the nioft 
a^ive and comprehenfive mind* I ahl 
informed by Mr. Thyer of ManchefterV 
the excellent editor of this author's re- 
liquesj that he could flieW fomething 
like Hiidibras in profe. He has in his^ 
poffeffion the common-place book, • in 
which .^Butler repofited, • liot fueh evehti 
or precepts as are gathered by reading; 
but fuch remarks; fimilitudes, alhifions,. 
aJflTemblages^ or inferences, as occafioit 
pt'ompted^ or nreditatlon produced ; 
thofc thoughts thkfwefe-g^nerated mini 
own mind, and miglit be ufefiilly ap- 
plied to fome future pnipofe. S6ch' 
4 w 
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is the labpur of thofe who write for 
immortality. 

But human workg are not eafily found 
without a perifliable part.- Of th^ an- 
cient poets every reader feels the ■ my- 
thology tedious and oppreffive. OfHu- 
dibras the manners, being founded on 
opinions, are temporary and local, and 
therefore become every day lefs intel- 
ligible and lefs ftriking. What Cicero 
fays of philofophy is true likewife of 
wit and humour, that ^* time effaces 
*^ the fi<iions of opinion, and confirms 
<^ the determinations of Nature/* Such 
manners as depend upon ftanding rela- 
tions and general paflions are co-ex- 
tended with the race of man ; but thofe 
nxodifications of life, and peculiarities 

of 
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<3f pra&ice, which are the progeny of 
error and perverfenefs, or at beft of 
fome accidental influence or tranfient 
perfuafion^ miiiit perifti with their pa- 
rents. 

Much therefore of that humour 
which tranfported the laJft century with 
merriqient is loft to us, who do not 
know the four folemnity, the fuUen 
fuperftition, the gloomy morofenefs, and 
the ftubborn fcruples of the ancient 
Puritans ; or^ if w-e knew them, derive 
o^v information only frorti books, or 
fuom tradition, have never had them 
before our eyes, and cannot but by re- 
-coUeftion and ftudy underftand the lines 
in which they are fatirifed. Our grand- 
fathers knew the pifture from the life; 

3 ^^ 
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wc judge of the life by contemplating 
the pifture. 

It is fcarcely pofEble, in the regularity 
and compofure of th^ prefent time, to 
image the tumult of abfurdity, and cla- 
mour of contradidion, that perplexed 
dodtrinCy and difturbed both publick and 
private quiet, in that age, when fubordi- 
nation was broken, and awe was hifiedf 
away; when any unfettled innovator who 
could hatch a half-formed notion pro- 
duced it to the publick; when every: 
man might become a preacher, and 
almoft every preacher could coUedt a 
congregation. 

The wifdom of the nation is very 
teafonably fuppofed to refide in the- 
parliament. What can be concluded. 

of 
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tof the lower clafles of the people, when 
in one of the parliaments fummoned by- 
Cromwell it was ferioufly propofed, that 
;all the records in the Tower ihould be 
3:>umt, that all memory of things pafl: 
ihouki be effaced, and that the whole 
iyftemof life fliould commence anew? 

We have never been witneffes of ani- 
tnofities excited by the ufe of miiiced 
pies and plumb porridge ; hCf( (een with 
what abhorrenee thofe who could eat 
them at all other times of the year 
would fhrink from them in December* 
An old Puritan, who was alive in my 
childhood, being at one of the feafts 
of the church' invited by a neighbour 
to partake hisr cheer, told him, that, if 
he would treat him at an alehoufe vrith 

beer 
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beer, brewed for all time's and feafons, 
he Ihould acqcpt his kindnefs, but 
would have none of his fuperftitious 
meats or drinks. 

One of the puritanical tenets was the 
illegality of all games of chance ; and 
he that reads Gataker upon LotSj may 
fee how much learning and reafon one 
of the firft fcholars of his age thought 
neceffary, to prove that it was no crime 
to throw a die, or play at cards, or to 
hide a fliilling for the reckoning. 

Aftrology however, againft which fo 
much of this fatire is diredted, was not 
more the folly of the Puritans than of 
others* It had in that time a very ex- 
tcnfive dominion. Its predictions raifed 
hopes and fears in minds which ought 
d tQ 
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to have rejafted it with contempt, ki 
haiardbus undertakiugs, care ttas tak^ri 
to> begin under the influence of a pro-. 
pitious planet ; and when the king wai 
ptifocor in Carilbrook Caftle, an aftro- 
loger was confulted what hour would 
be found moft favourable to an efcape. 

What eflfed: thiis poem had xXpcm the 
publick, whether it Ihamed iMpbfture 
or reclaimed credulit5r> is not eafily dfe^ 
termined* Cheats tun feMotti IdaM 
long againft laughter. It is certain th A 
the credit of pianetaty inteil^gebice ^ore 
fall away ; though foirte men of krteW- 
tec^e'y ,aaid Dryden atoolftg theni, c€f&^ 
tinued to betieve that cdiiju^&ims aM 
oppoiitiohs had a :great part in ^ dH^ 
4 tribiitito 
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BUTLER. 35 

tjcibution of gQo4 or evil, and in the go- 
vernmenit of fublunary things. 

Soetical Adion ou^t to be probable 
upon certain fuppofitions^ and fuch pro- 
bability as burlefque requires is here 
jdolated only by one incident. Nothing 
can Ihew more plainly the neceffity of 
doing fomething, and the difficulty of 
finding fomething to do, than that But- 
kr was reduced to transfer to his hero 
the flagellation of Sancho, not the moft 
agreeable fiftion of Cervantes; very fuit- 
.able indeed to the manners of that age, 
and nation, which afcribed wonderful 
efficacy to voluntary penances ; but fo 
re;mote from the pra<f^ice and opinions of 
the Hudibraftick time, that judgement 
and imagination are alike offended. 

d 2 The 
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The Didtion of this poem is grofly 
familiar, .and the numbers purpofely 
neglected, except in a few places where 
the thoughts by their native excellence 
fecure themfelves from violation, being 
fuch as mean language cannot exprefs. 
The mode of verfification has been 
blamed by Dryden, who regrets that 
the heroic meafurc was not rather 
chofcn. To the critical fentence of 
Dryden the higheft reverence would be 
due, were not his decifions often preci- 
pitate, and his opinions immature. 
When he wiflied to- change the mea- 
fure, he probably would have been 
willing to change more. If he intended 
that, when the numbers were heroick, 
the didion Ihould dill remain vulgar, 

he 

. Digitized by CjOOQIC 



BUTLER. 37 

he planned a very heterogeneous and 
unnatural compofition. If he preferred 
a general ftatelinefs both of found and 
words, he can be only underftood to 
wifli that Butler had undertaken a dif- 
ferent work. 

The meafure is quick, fpritely, and 
colloquial, fuitable to the vulgarity of 
the words and the levity of the fenti- 
ments. But fuch numbers and fuch 
didtion can gain regard only when thev 
are ufed by a writer whofe vigour of 
fancy and copioufnefs of knowledge 
entitle him to contempt of ornaments, 
and who, in confidence of the novelty 
and juftnefs of his conceptions, can 
aflford to throw metaphors and epithets 
away. To another that conveys common 

thoughts 
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^U)Ughts in carekf$ verfifipataon, it will 
fUily te raid, ** Pauper videri iCiaaa 
** vuk, & eft pauper." The meaning 
wd di&ion will be worthy of e^ch.othar, 
and criticifm may juftly doom them to 
periih together. 

Nor, even though another Butler 
-ftould arife, would another Hudibras 
pbtain the fame regard. Burlefque con- 
fifts in a difproportion between the ftile 
and the fentiments, or between the ad'- 
•*^^ntiuous fcGtimeats and the fundamen- 
tal fubjedt. It therefore, like all bodies 
cottipounded of heterogeneous parts, 
^contains in it a principle of corruption. 
AH difproportion is unnatural, and from 
what is unnatural we can derive only 
the pleafure which i^ovcky produces. 

We 
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BUTLER. 39 

'We admire it awhile as a ftrange thing ; 

bMt, when it is no longer ftrange, we 

perceive its deformity. It is a kind of 

, artifice, which by frequent repetition 

detedis itfelf ; and the reader, learning 

in time what he is to expeft, lays 

. down his book, as the fpedtator turns 

. away from a fecond exhibition of thofe 

' tricks, of which the only ufe is to fliew 

. that they can be played. 
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